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Foreword FF

It became apparent at the Synod of Dort in 1618 that the Calvinists and the Arminians had
reached a stalemate concerning the doctrine of salvation which was destined to last for
centuries.

ELBFHNZREWLEBTHENR , MRAXENENFARSENEFETXARKE
PWH U EELEBE TEEEREBMIHNER.
The Arminians, in their exegetical approach to certain problem passages, viewed the loss of a
believer's salvation as a real possibility for those who fail in a consistent walk with Jesus
Christ.
FREENE , BN TFRELEBERRFNEXWHER L | AN FHRLEESEREHRE
BREARTHEBRHPAMNERE , NAXERE , R—NEKW T8N,
On the other hand, the Calvinist with a consistent biblical theology maintained that believers
in Jesus Christ could never lose their eternal salvation.
MES—FH , EE—RZLBENMRXELENRIAS , EBPBHREEENEFE=
KEFREHKEZHEN,
For almost four centuries there has been a breech between these two major systems of
theology.
JLFEMEL LR | XN EENBEZRG2E—EFFEE—MRO,
It may very well be that in both systems, Calvinism and Arminianism, there has been a
reductionistic error committed in understanding the meaning of salvation.
EXANREDR , BRETENELE , MIRAXEXFNFAREENETERRENENLS
|, LT —NERILEN (HRL) BHix.
Each of these theological systems appears to have defined the term salvation narrower than
God intended by emphasizing one aspect of salvation at the expense of another.
XANMNEZREFNE -, FEREBEIRARKENE N EMERLS —NAFEB
fioE , BBEAN L EFPTHAZENE MG 5 K E LK EXPARIE,
The concept and meaning of salvation in the Scriptures is multidimensional.

EXZ% , RENBSNENREXRSLEN,
For example, when we look at salvation with respect to deliverance from sin, there is a past
aspect--justification, deliverance from the penalty of sin, and a present aspect--sanctification,
deliverance from the power of sin, and a future aspect--glorification, deliverance from the
presence of sin.
il SERMNBINFERESUEBENAEREREZNE , RSB —IMEENAE
MY, NENETIHRERET , UR—1MNIENAE—RE , NENIETHEE
UR—1RENAE—SEFRIE , NENREPHRE.
There are many works today explaining in great detail the doctrine of justification salvation.

SRERZER , FEFAWHERETHRLXNEEHKRENH L,

There are a lesser number of works seeking satisfactory explanations of the doctrine of
sanctification salvation.

BLENER , BRUNTRIUCEEZREH NS NHENHR,

There are almost no works in our generation explaining the doctrine of glorification
salvation.

MEBRMNX—K , L FEER AN ERERBRESREZEEHNRENH L,

This area of study has remained a virtual vacuum. X MU — B 24 FEERS,
Yet it seems that in expanding the implications of the doctrine of glorification salvation and
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the judgment seat of Christ there is an accurate biblical solution for this four hundred-year
debate between the Calvinist and the Arminian.

AW, RETENEBELE , ERIFBEREZHUUREBENFHEFMBENENZ
B, AN TFMRXELENARSENEZEHNINMNUEFENRLS , SLFRAT—
MNEBHNRFESZELNBRE R,

Although a believer can never lose his justification salvation, there are dimensions of
glorification salvation that may be lost or gained if we take seriously passages such as
Romans 14:10, 1 Corinthians 3:15, 2 Corinthians 5:10, and 2 John 7-8.

BABRKEFRAEMUEENHKE , EMRBNEARTLL , kF5H 14:10,
EMZBEH 315, IMZSEH 10 MAB-H 78T , FLABRIMNBLHB , EEFIE
NWRERE , RANRELATREBRELRAERN,

The danger of loss is real and to be taken with appropriate fear and reverence in light of the
eternal implications.

ERLEEERERBENARHER  REXFEN , MEHEMEGHKEZHYE , &K
MNAZNEEREE L DENEER,
The opportunity of reward, on the other hand, with its glories of ruling and reigning with
Jesus Christ in His coming Kingdom, are presented in the Scriptures as a great motivation for
holy living in the present.
S—FE, RERXRENNS | LNERREESRKNEEST M — BT EENR
B, EXETEERRDER  WREENERENS S HBFLZFEEN—IEKXT
Bo
It is precisely at this point that Joseph Dillow has performed a monumental service to the
Body of Christ.
EREX—RL , AR BENEENSAHME T ERBERH KRS,

The Reign of the Servant Kings may just be the solution to the debate between the two
major systems of theology which have dominated church history for four centuries.

UPABEMNSE) TREERARBROMEBLUKRBE EHLFTENRDIETEGRZHE
RZENFICHN T RAAE.
| have personally studied through this manuscript several times and found myself most
enthusiastic with Dr. Dillow's exegetical clarity and consistent biblical theology.
BFXEBMIANEARTEXAFRE/LR , RUEHCEERRTEXELAREMHNBTELM
ﬁﬁjﬁ_ﬁﬂlg %éé#%ﬁo
His contribution to the disciplines of soteriology and eschatology are to be applauded.

X FRBIRM AL RZENTMEERESED.

| heartily commend this study to you for gaining growth in accurately understanding your
position, practice, and place with Jesus Christ, both now and in His coming kingdom rule.
BROMOREEXTIHAZ  BEADXN TRERGER S C SHHREZEMEXHN BN |
XERNER , @EASHEEPNERRIRNEERENREAEE SN A E |, e
BT R

God has spoken and He does not stutter. EFFERWFT , I KBS EEE,

Therefore, we need to be diligent in our study to come to a clearer meaning of what God
meant by what He has spoken in His Scriptures.

Hit , BRNFBEERMNOARFENS D , WEEFEHA L EFEMNE P

HEENER.

JB/R-PIEBEA[E + ( Earl D. Radmacher, Th.D. )
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Western Seminary Phoenix X B35, 78 55 18 2 Bt
Scottsdale, Arizona I F| & AR
January 1992 1992 1 B

Preface BI S

There are few issues which are as capable of raising the temperature of theological
discussion as the issue of whether or not the saints will necessarily persevere in holiness.

ROBERBELWE LT EBERE , seBsBAZNBZTCHN , BHRE X

INRE—EREHZFLETIAPRIIKE?

The Westminster Confession ( 1647) has taught us that true faith inevitably results in a holy
life and that justification and sanctification are always united.

BHTBETBESR (1647 F ) HiFERN] , EENENTUBRBSSBIENEE , H
B y %Xﬁﬁﬁ%/b\% *éﬁ_ﬂﬁlgo

Indeed, the magnificent Reformed tradition, which has contributed in no small way to the
growth and expansion of the church since the Reformation, has had perseverance in holiness
as one of its central tenets.

EXL , BEMNFHREURNHBHORENT KBEEXTBMANE XN RERNIES
EAIEEREPFHRIERNEHNPMERZ—®.

It is also well known that the Remonstrants (1610) rejected that point of Calvinism and went
to another extreme--conditional security.

BEXFTBAXNNZ , FKEWNERE (MBI , Remonstrants , 1610 F ) 4
TMRXELHZEMNMK , HHAT B —IMUE—B RN L2 RE,
Both were struggling with the relation between faith and works.
RNEEBEEOLEITARERNXR L , MEHH,
What do we make of a man who claims to have placed his trust in Jesus Christ but whose
present life-style is a complete contradiction of the faith he once acknowledged?
BINUAESF—INEFMHECRERHHEEN , EIAENETHXNSHELEIA
HNEPIEETANA ?
The Westminster divines had the ready answer that he was never a Christian to begin with,
because the ultimate test of the reality of faith is the perseverance in the faith.
REBEBBERNE—MOENER, B2, M- FARTRETELNESR
&, EARGULZERENRLENREINE , REEFOLHHER,
The Remonstrants, on the other hand, speaking from the Arrninian tradition, viewed the
matter differently.
S—FHE, BERBRNER , NARENEZSKEE , RRUTENAERERFX
|,
To them, while it was possible that the man was never truly born again to begin with, it was
also possible that he was genuinely born again but, due to his falling into sin or unbelief, lost
his justification.
NFARE , EREARXNMNAMN—FRREEEENEE  BLEAER , 18
KEFEET , BHTERBAREIEZANRE K MEAETHHRL,
A large portion of Christendom has accepted variations of the Arminian view.
EEHANBA—HoA , ELERLEELIESITARSENIR (I2ENE
M.
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We may note that the Roman Catholic Church has long held to these ideas and so has the
Wesleyan tradition, in some form or another.

BIURELKERE , FEREHRELERK—RNARREFXRNEE , THEW
&5 , b RUEMFEMFNRFRFIUG,

In view of the fact that God has given to the church the gift of teaching, we must not easily
dismiss this vast body of exegetical literature simply because it disagrees with the Reformed

tradition or with our own personal exegetical conclusions.

ETLHELEHSNEMRATHS , RIVRTFTEMNENXERERNESETH
HESENECHMANRLERTN , MEBEZNBZBBABRSHNBEEZE,

To do so is to cut ourselves off from the expression of the gift of teaching in the church of
Christ for the past two thousand years.

BHHEHNERRERMNECMASIEFR TS EREENHSEMEZENHSEB TR
W7o

Part of the problem may be that the disputants on the question of perseverance in holiness
perceived only two interpretive options when confronted with the many passages which
seem to indicate that there is something conditional in the believer's ultimate destiny.

RBN -7 TRRET  HFWUENAENNFSHNELEE , LTFRERN
Eﬁmﬁﬁmﬁmﬁ LR NEZFLNEIXMRE , AMIEERED
AP RBREFEIER,

The warning passages in Hebrews, for example, have entered prominently into the debate.
il , FEKRPPINEEELX , CERRREMSERAMNNEILESP,
As mlght be expected, the exege‘ucal literature, in general, has divided along two lines: either
these warnings apply to those who merely professed faith and subsequently fell away from a
profession, thus proving that they never "possessed" faith to begin with, or they apply to
true Christians who, through the sin of unbelief, forfeited their justification.
EWMBRMAUMEN , XERLEEBEATUINHNEE XEBEELRERT
MERIAREHRECEEHREMNENPRBEEHEKOA , AMIEEMIINREEEELE
“WEED , EARRREAMIREENEER , BERTAENE , BREX T I8
o
Is there a third option?

EXBEESBE=TRERG ?
Is there an interpretive stance which can be completely faithful to the text and at the same

time draws upon the exegetical contributions which the Holy Spirit has made to the church
through the able, scholarly work of men from both traditions?

RERE—MRENLY , BUUE2ETEN , XEW®ER , BB RAZREER
MEGHRARLERRED. ”’@ﬁ—?—b‘j\B’JA:tE’JIYEE%éEFFﬂE&tHE’Jﬁié%i‘fﬁiﬂﬁ's.

Is there a view of these warnings and others in the New Testament which maintains, with the
Calvinist tradition, that justification can never be forfeited and at the same time, allows, with
the Wesleyans, that justification and sanctification are not inextricably united and that there
is indeed something conditional in the believer's ultimate destiny?
EMARLPHXLCEEFHMNEN , REEBIHFIFEN—MA R , —HHEHEEE
BTMRXENNEZS , IARNBRIXRKEFRATUAELN , 5—FHHEXEN LTI HE
ENEARR , ANABRIXIEZAFRRTASENES  MEEERNKLAWEZTHE
KA -SRHMENRATRE?

The answer to that question is yes.

NFEXMRBEHERZE , BH,

In the pages to follow, | will attempt to chart a middle road between the traditional
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Reformed approach and that of the Arminian.

EETRHEED , BRFEELH —REASNHNERN BN RZHREZ BB
H[E) B B

| accept the Reformed position that those who are truly born again can never lose their
salvation.

BESUERNILY , NABEEEEENAXKZTRISREMNHORKE,

But | also accept the Arminian position that the warning passages of the New Testament ( e.
g., Heb. 6) are directed to true Christians, not merely professing Christians.
BEREECESZMRESENNILE , ANERIZLPWPLEESEE (S, FEK
F6E ) RINEENEEREN , MARMMENEHRBCSREEREN A,

There is a real danger here.

EXEF-1EENRRK,

However, contrary to the Arminian, the danger is not loss of heaven but loss of our reward
there and severe divine discipline in time.

Am, BRRSENHER , XERHAFTRXFAEXRE K MBXFRERINNENREN
REMBHRAZ RN E .

The issue of whether or not the saints will necessarily persevere and whether or not true
faith is indestructible is a complex interpretive issue involving numerous passages in the New
Testament, indeed one's whole system of theology as well.

ZRREBVAERFIE , UREXEUIRERTAENEE , R—1MNEXNRE
B, ENSFRMAOZLPNTSERE , KirL , 2 RIAMNBIMIBERS,
Because of this, the following discussion will take us into many different areas of biblical
theology. BNtk , T RN ITIEFRITRINEAFZSHAENENZLGF LA,
An entire view of the Christian life is under consideration in the following chapters.
HEEfEENSEARR  BEETRNETHERE,

One final note. Throughout this book | refer to the merit which the believer can obtain by
means of his good works.

BE—TMRER , EX4XH9P , BRIGENIR (BB ) , ENRE®RTUE
AT EF4T R FTIR BV S,

In the theology texts, merit is often used in two different senses.

EHFREF  DWEBEERTTENERE,

It is either construed as a strict legal relation in which the believer by his works places God in
his debt or as a more general term for the notion that God rewards us according to our
works but not because of them.

TCEABFBBN —INRAEZEEENXR , IEHEIMHNTH , RIELFETA
WERFZ2T , HERE , FN—INE—RUENRE , LFEBRNNTH (MFRE
RENRITH ) MEREAT.

Unless stated otherwise, it is the latter sense which is always intended.

BRIESENHD  FESFRABHAENER,

God is not obligated to reward us at all. That He chooses to do this, and that in accordance
with a general correspondence to our faithfulness, is an act of pure grace, not of debt.

EHREEXBUSERERN. M2BLARXHEM , TERERMNNVIECEESR
MNAENIER , AR HTHARNEH K MEFRRERINNHBES.

A3 38# ( Joseph C. Dillow )
B R 4E th4h | Vienna, Austria
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Prologue &

Shrouded in darkness, the early earth lumbered silently through the heavens.

ERENEET , FHNIKRREFBZFRT R ZH,

Its aimless journey had already consumed aeons of cosmic time.

HEBWWRE , ELHEETIRNBRNFHITE,

It was before ... the Beginning ( 1 ) . No one could have guessed that this planet would one
day become the moral center of the cosmic conflict of the ages.

XEREB BT RZE . REATUBEE , XINMNERE-RaBRNELES
LR FEPRNERF O,
A universal tragedy had occurred.
—NFEHUENEREARAKRET.,
The Morning Star, known as Lucifer ( 2 ) God's perfect one, full of wisdom and beauty ( 3 )

the angelic being whom God had appointed as ruler over the ancient cosmos ( 4 ) ... had
fallen.

1 1 the writer is assuming a widely held view that Gen. 1:1 refers not to the absolute but to a
relative beginning.

EEFTRBNZE , M ZEZIHOUNL , e L1 BN FRREXH |, mE2EXNITH.

The entire known universe, including the sun and stars and atmosphere, etc., came into existence out
of nothing in Gen. 1:1ff.

BEARNCHNFE , @FAR , EENKSE  BEMNG L1 BE , RBETRHELXZIE
X, NERIBEWHAIE LR,

The earth itself, however, apparently already existed at this time.

A, WIRES | ERENRHMRREELTFEN.

The angels were created and some of them fell in the pre-Gen. 1:1 universe.

REMNEENE , MEEP—FoEET , BRREES 11 ZATWFEHEF,

When God begins His creative work, the earth is already in a judged condition.

LI R A 8E TR ( EMAIHE —FERTZE&E ) |, IRELA T —MEFHZERRE.

This is not to be confused with the "gap theory" which teaches a gap between Gen. 1:1 and 1:2.
Rather, the gap is between the original creation in eternity past (Jn. 1:1-2) and the re-creation of
Gen. 1:1 which occurred about six thousand to twelve thousand years ago.

XFBEE BRI gap theory "HEIRR I —i#% , BREIAN , Bl 1156l 1228 , B —&E
B ERE. HRE , XANetEIER , REEMNTEN. RUONEE (9 1:12) IRETFTK
ARTE—-THTERNE 1.1 WELEZRN,

In the pre-Gen. 1:1 universe an entirely different set of natural laws prevailed.

EOl L1 ZAINFEYP , R—EXETENERENESEN.

It is not germane to the purpose of this book nor does the book's central thesis depend upon this
view. For this reason the writer will not defend it here.

EXMEEEXRBWENEX , ABWHLBREHATREX—MNS. Akt , FEFTLEXEH
e,

The interested reader is referred to Bruce Waltke, Creation and Chaos (Portland: Western
Conservative Baptist Seminary Press, 1974). pp. 31-36.

BNBHIRE LS ZE Bruce Waltke , (BIEFEEL) ( Creation and Chaos , 4F= : TS RSF

RZESHERHEARY , 1974F ) |, pp. 31-36,
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BURE 6 BEFTXNGEY , BEER , RATERNEZWN® , LHFAEENER
FHMGEEE  XURE.BELEET,

The prophet Ezekiel paints a picture of divine grief in his woeful description of this betrayal
(Ezek. 28:11-19).

EAMUALEEMN XM ERNESERD  WET —EBRFZEMANFHE ( £28:11-
19) o

Lucifer had been given everything. Yet he became proud ( 5 ) BT ERIB F T FAEMN —1]
BN FF T B FHC.

He concluded that God's gifts were more important than the giver, that dependence upon
God and obedience to His revealed will were not necessary.

BHE R , LFENEBEL ELFEAFENEE , WNKELT | INNEATE RN
BEE, BRALEN,
He became the Satan, God's adversary ( 6 ) .
s THE , EFHXF,
He was cast to the earth, and the earth was judged ( 7 ) .
e £ it EF T HH,
At that time the earth, from which he ruled and upon which he lived ( 8 ) , became without
form and void (Gen. 1:1-2).
As the angels looked on, the Lord declared:
EBANEHE , A HERN., UREENbIK:  RESSERRNZE (ZRER
o, A 1:1-2) .
EHREMNNE 2T, BBRLER :

We shall give this rebellion a thorough trial. We shall permit it to run full course.

BN IZ 81X INREL — MIERI E S . BN ZATFEETZTERE.

The universe shall see what a creature, even the greatest can do apart from God.
XNFENZEEE, —MEY , IEERFANHEEY , B 7T LMMA
Ao

We shall set up an experiment, and permit the universe of creatures to watch it, during
this brief interlude between eternity past and eternity future called “time”.

B Z R — KR, FARTFXFEHREPDIINE | BX M FERIE
EXRARKZ FIRIETRER G F , BLEENIFT 07 E "8I X TN R

In it the spirit of independence shall be allowed to expand to the utmost.

HEXEH , BT EFEHER , fFR S TFEEBT AFIERAHRE.
And the wreck and the ruin which shall result will demonstrate to the universe, and
forever, that there is no life, no joy, no peace, apart from a complete dependence upon

2 Isa. 14:12-17. 3& 14:12-17

3 Ezek. 28:12. 4 28:12

4 Ezek. 28:14. £ 28:14

5 Ezek. 28:17; 1Tim.3:6. 4 28:17 ; 1&#1 3:6

6 The word "Satan" means "adversary." ‘@B X MAW S BRI N F,
7 Ezek. 28:17. 4% 28:17

8 Ezek. 28:13. 4 28:13

0o N ot AN
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the Most High God, possessor of heaven and earth. (9 )
FERBATERBIZERRK , FRIEMFERT , BT T2 UMBREHY
WU XBHIFEEZH , EWEEHTLELED , BT EBEELREZNF.
The Lord of Hosts could have destroyed this rebel immediately.
T E Z BB R4 2SR B LA S %) # 80X 37 SR EL AV o
He could have answered this challenge with raw power. f8Z<3R 7] LA F B © RIEHY D &R [E]
RIX N R o
The Satan has said that pride and independence were acceptable. But instead, Yahweh
brought into existence a plan which would forever answer this satanic alternative--a plan
which would involve God Himself® in a moral demonstration of His love and grace.
WMECLWRT , FFEMNMRAUEZN, B , BANLATERT —NAUKZEE
BERIXMERNITR — XMIRRERACHEESRR L MEEEERERIAE
K E 5B,
The King Himself would one day demonstrate the superiority of His ways--dependence and
servanthood.
For millions of years mournful silence and darkness reigned in Satan's world.
X, XUEEECS2ERMN A ENRBESE—KERUARIAB OIS,
EHETELD  BENIRERE , EHENH AP SREE SN,
Had God forgotten? Had He decided to ignore this challenge to His sovereignty? Had He

decided to look the other way? The silence of God was deafening. The darkness was
universal.

HESETH?#EZAREEZELAX M NEHNERNRR TE ?MELRERS —1
FAKREGFTE? LFAINRRAEEEN, BRIEES T EIMFH,

The earth belonged to the Satan. ( 10 ) The angelic sons of God yearned for the darkness
and silence to be broken. ( 11)

XHRETHEY, MRKRE ( XILF ) ML REHNITRREIT K,

Suddenly--it was!

RAR—IRRWITHT !

And God said, "Let there be light," and there was light. God saw that the light was good,
and he separated the light from the darkness. God called the light "day”, and the
darkness he called "night. " And there was evening, and there was moming--the first day
(Gen. 1:3-5).

wu, “BEX", BB T, BELXRBEFH , BIELESIFT. BHIANE , BhE
HN&k., EML, FER, X8k —H, (6/1:35)

"At last!" thought Michael, God's archangel. "Our Lord will once again rule here!"

“ARTFFRX—KW | "HHXE KRKNBHHE | “BINWET/HEE-RGRBAXE
Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over

9 9 Donald Barnhouse, The Invisible War (Grand Rapids: Zonderva.n, n.d.), p. 60.

Donald Barnhouse, { THMIEKE) ( KSR E : Zonderva.n , nd. ), p. 60
10 10 See Lk. 4:6- 7; 2 Cor. 4:4; Jn. 16:11; 12:31; Eph. 2:2.

SN B 4:6-7 ; KRG 4:4 ; £916:11 ; 12:31 ; 38 2:2
11 11 And they shouted for joy when it was (Job 38:7)! ## ) AX ¥ th XK F ( 1A 38:7 )
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the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over
all the creatures that move along the ground (Gen. 1:26).

ETRX, i, BIIERERNIEER, BEREIIHELEA , BHITEEFE
W&, PG, #h FRHE , 2, i LATTCR — I ZR, ( 6]1:26 )

"But," said Michael, "what is this? A man? This creature is so weak, so inferior to the Satan.
Why has the King placed HIM in the Satan's world and told HIM to rule there? How can such
an insignificant creature, much lower than the angels, ( 12 ) possibly accomplish the divine
purpose?
Surely a great mistake has been made!"

YER”, KR , “XBAALA? —PMA?XMEEYSHEMLER KRS AEE
M, NTATELM (LY ) AEHMENHERIPHBEERM (LY ) ZEEXH ?
XA—NTRIRW, LEXERESZHRENEATRETHRKEENEN ? X—E2HE
HT—/NKEE

What is the significance of man? That question has been on the lips of both poet and
philosopher since man first began to think about these things.

ARMERMT LR ? SAMNBKFTRER L BEXESENN , INAEREE
NEFANEEZRNEFLT .,

Thousands of years later as the shepherd David gazed upward into the brilliantly star-covered
sky, he was crushed to the ground with a sense of his own insignificance and exclaimed (Ps.
8:3-4): When | consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars,
which you have set in place, WHAT IS MAN THAT YOU ARE MINDFUL OF HIM?

BTFFUE , MFARLAOREE , RUBERREZH , RAZIESRASHH N
XN s E , FEEEY (1§8:3-4) :

BUEREXFIENX
HIRFABRRBI AT ETR |
B, ARMAA , REBZM.
HARML , REEBM ?

David's mind, apparently reflecting on the divine commission in Genesis, received a flash of
illumination (Ps. 8:6-9): You made him a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned
him with glory and honor. YOU MADE HIM RULER OVER THE WORKS OF YOUR HANDS; YOU
PUT EVERYTHING UNDER HIS FEET Oh LoRD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the
earth!

EXREWES , SARBR TAHIEPNERET , HMNEPRIH T —48
S (1F8:69) :

R EIRIRFFTIERY | €
Y, MR-t EFE
HENE K ZHHNE

BENEG , NETHEEW ,

HREMBE T

12 12 Ps. 8:5; Heb. 2:7.1¥ 8:5 ; 3k 2.7
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ER A4 ZZMHEW
RN B2 MATEE !

Man was to rule! It was the lesser creature who would be crowned with glory and honor.

ABERAESAE | XLEREFPVEEY , ENEFELRBNERN.

It was the inferior creature who would be placed in rulership over the Satan's world!
RRXLEENEEY , RREREREMEN THER L FLEN !

The glory, honor, and sovereignty which the Satan had stolen in independence and unbelief
would be regained by the inferior creature living in servanthood and faith!
HMEEERIMNTEMEIRARE. ERMNNE , FoETEIA—BRAOLENE
DEPNEERENFIEFHIRS |

In this way pride is rebuked. It was God's purpose that the lesser creature living in
dependence upon God would obtain a higher position than the superior creature, who had
stolen his by independence and unbelief.

miy—k  FFHKWFE. LFHNEN , RIRESHRLEEFTERE LFTPNEZLEY
FotbBBEIMIMAEMTERBNAEREY , REESWHNL

Years later the Savior would say, "he who is least among you all-he is the greatest" (Lk. 9:48).
WEFUE , REBHLE  “RITPEIRDE , tER K" (85 9:48)

God intends to humble the proud and independent in a unique way. He intends that the
lower creature, man (created lower than the angels and hence lower than Satan), should
achieve the highest position ("all things in subjection under His feet," Heb. 2:8).

HREER MU AR ARLEFEANIE A BRET R, R LXEENHE
BEY—AX (EXEESEE , AtEBBECERSE ) SAREHEENNE (‘YA
YIERRRE R T 2:8 ) ©
Thus, the lower creature would achieve by dependence upon God a higher position than the
higher creature, Satan, achieved through independence.

Hit , RIESHHEYBEIKE LT |, MIRSE L BRET #3437 k3R Bith 7 19 = E 4]
EYIHE , EEmt{,

For "it is not to angels that He has subjected the world to come, about which we are
speaking” (Heb. 2:5). B “BAIFTiR R R , HERERAREERE" (K 2:5),
Out of the least, God will bring the greatest. It was as MAN that the Savior defeated the
enemy.

MREENER , FRFERFH AN, RUOBEREIANRKE , AIRITH T M.

It was as MAN that He silenced the principalities and powers. It will be as MAN that He will
reign over the future kingdom of God upon this earth.

ERA , it BB M ENAINRT . HEFREEIA , XN EEEHH
AEREE.

This future kingdom is the subject of hundreds of passages in the Old Testament. It is a
glorious reign of servant kings which extends to "all the works of His hands." (This may
suggest that one day mankind will rule the galaxies!)

ENRRNEER , RBAZLXHPHENMNRENTE, XEIABENERSAE
FREMREMBFAAN -V IHEZFR, (XTERA, F-RAXFTLREESHNER
! )

The lion will lie down with the lamb, universal righteousness will reign, there will be no war.
Disease will be abolished, and the world of Satan will be placed under the rule of the Servant

King and His companions (Heb. 1:9).
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MFoEXF—RMHE, FEENAERERRT , ToBERE. FRSWER ,
HMENBEESHBUIINEETHFEMHOE/FT—ESE (K 19)

Consistent with His divine purpose, God chose to establish His kingdom through the
elevation of an obscure and insignificant Semitic tribe, Israel. It is not Greece, Rome, Egypt,
Babylon, France, Germany, Russia, or the United States that will rule the earth.

St @ZENE—SNR  LFEFTEBRIERK —NMNTREIRMEXEZENNRN
BHRHWXR, A&3  RBIMNWEE, MAREERE , 5, Bk, Bl , ZE
ZE , BFHREERGAE R,

That future glory falls to those followers of Christ both within Israel and within His church,
who, like their Master, live in dependence and obedience.

The controlling principle of the biblical philosophy of history rests in the precept of the
second before the first.

MAKNFIE , QENEEACIHIENEHBSTHNARLEENERENS £ |, 1]
IRBEMAE ARBIER | HEKFENIRREKETE,

BEFEXLNFEEE , YPNBREERIRR , S ETEEMAREE.

God often chooses the "nothings" (1 Cor. 1:26-27). Only in this way is the self praise of man
destroyed. It is a pervading characteristic of the whole course of redemption that God
chooses the younger before the elder, sets the smaller in priority to the greater, and chooses
the second before the first.

HEFRFERE —TFAAR" ( ME] 1:26-27 ) o RAEXE , AWBRERTS2WK,
HEIMRBESEFNEBRBIRR  AER—UFRAMARFRY , £8MHNRE

EARMEIE , EEE-NiLBETE—N.
Not Cain but Abel and his substitute Seth; not Japheth but Shem; not Ishmael but Isaac; not

Esau but Jacob; not Manasseh but Ephraim; ( 13 ) not Aaron but Moses; ( 14 ) not Eliab
but David; ( 15 ) not the Old Covenant but the New; ( 16 ) not the first Adam but the last
Adam. ( 17 ) The first becomes last and the last becomes first. ( 18 ) The great nations are

set aside, ( 19 ) and God elects to establish His purposes through two insignificant
mediums, the Israel of God (the believing remnant of the last days) and the body of Christ
(the invisible church).

TREZEMRLAMENERERE  TREAMEN ; TRUXBRAMARUM ; £
RUAMRHS  TEBEAMRLEES  TRICMRERY ; TRUMNAMEX
v ARIBAMBHN  FREF-ANLIMEBE-NL LY, EANREER , &
FRREERNS FANERERE -2y, #EEEIH N TERNETREL
By, MR EEHNURS (BRENBEFARRNEREENER ) NEENS K
(EFEHHEK) -

But the first Adam, deceived by the serpent, chose the path of the father of lies, and acting

13 13 Gen. 48:14. # 48:14

14 14Ex.7:1. H 7:1

15 151 Sam. 16:6-13. # £ 16:6-13

16 16 Heb. 8:13. 3k 8:13

17 17 1 Cor. 15:45. #KBI 15:45

18 18 Mt.19:30. X 19:30

19 19 Dan. 2:7ff; Rom. 1:24, 26, 28.18 2:7 ; % 1:24 , 26 , 28
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independently, contrary to His design, fell into sin.

BRE-—NILY WK , RERTREZRXMNER , TEMHY , FETH
JbE IRt , B AR,
As a result, the newly created universe was subjected to the universal bondage of decay,
(20 ) and the sons of men were born in need of a redeemer.

ZRHUR , FENFEHRITEMNRE , MEARFHEMEN® , TRAXNFIH—ET
¥, MBFEE—UREE,

It is here that the beauty and symmetry of the divine plan became evident. Not only did God
purpose to elevate the role of a servant and the disposition of trust, but He gave His Son, the

Second Man and the Last Adam, ( 21 ) as a savior.

EREXE  BMEUINNEMANMUERTESEMBEL, LFFNEEEE
SHRIMNACNEZRERE2ZNE , MEMBEA THRINEHILF , BE=NMARMKEHL
Ha, EARE,

He who is of the essence of God became a servant. He "made Himself nothing, taking the

very nature of a servant" (Phil. 2:7). He obeyed finally and completely; "He humbled Himself
and became obedient to death, even death on a cross" (2:8).

AEROARR , IR T —MhA. t*RBES , BT IMIES , A ARNRER"
(BE2:7) . RIS, KMNIGAER ; “EEANET , MBS 2, FOMWMR ,
NEZF5%, BeE+FRE" (HE2:8) .

And in this way, living by exactly the opposite set of principles from the Satan, He achieved
higher glory: Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is
above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth
and under the earth and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God
the Father (Phil. 2:9-11 ). Those who would rule with Him must find their lives in the same
way: "Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus" (Phil. 2:5).

BEXMAN , FESHETEARN-—ERNREE , ARRE T ESHRIE

TR H R EE , RIGAMHEFTEZLHE , W—EX LR, LR ,
FItE TRy , HESERAYE , TTERE , T T OHEREENE , BREASLH .
( fF2:9-11)

MestH—ES5ANA , DA EARENERRIMWANNETE : “RITHUEER
BREV DD (BE2:5) o
The future rulers of God's creation must, like their King, be servants now.
WO R TR KRR EN] | TSN E—#  IERR A,
There will be no room for pride nor hubris, only a heartfelt desire to extend the blessing and
glory of God throughout the created order. Unlike the Satan and his modern day followers,
they will have no desire to be lord over their subjects.

RETHMERRENZE , ARROMFBEEUENKRFF , ZLER ELFNHREH

20 20 Rom. 8:20-22. % 8:20-22

21 21 1Cor.15:45. There are only two "Adams," i.e., two federally representative heads of humanity.
Jesus is the last Adam but only the second man; there will be many other men as God intended
men to be.

AT 15:45 , AEFMLY” | BARHFHINRBRER, BHREKE - MLHERREE=TA
ELBRZBMARN BREARITHE T
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RE. SRHENBNBLEICHNERENTE , INFLKIBTSSE LibEE{b]
HEE.

Instead, like their Lord, they will desire only to serve those over whom they rule: Jesus called
them together and said, 'You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their
high officials exercise authority over them. Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to
become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be your
slave--just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a
ransom for many" (Mt. 20:25-28).

WmfzBlR , REMNNE—# , WIIRFLERBEMMNAGENA -

EBefm 7 #EA1K | %, RITHENFABEE RN EELBEMIT, EAERKERM
17 REBEHIIFET X FITREERN K, BAEFRIIBAL. EER
B, BAERTIFIA . [EHAFR , TEEZANRE , TE2EREA, HAH
EZw, (FZANEN. ( X20:25-28 )

They will be greatly loved and valued by their subjects. Instead of disobedience there will be
servanthood, to God and to others. The second Adam put it this way, "Blessed are the poor
in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven .... Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the
earth" (Mt. 5:3-5).

WM ERAKREZBEMNEN. RRTFIRREZIMABOE , www&

WNEMATRR, BANALHRXERN  “BONAEERET , EAXERMEIIN. ...
FOABRT , RIS ESME, " ( K5:35)

We are to become the servant kings. That is our destiny. This destiny was often called

"salvation" by the prophets. ( 22 ) This was not a salvation from hell, but the glorious
privilege of reigning with Messiah in the final destiny of man.

BINNWERBREANIARANEE, IRBEMNVER M, XA B IRt EH (]
%Wﬁwmom$mMﬂMé¢M%m%¢% , MBEAXNRLGEE | 5553%
I — #2438 B9 AR M SR B B9 45 X o

In the eternal plan, only those who strive to be servants now can qualify for this great future
privilege then. In order to be "great" in the kingdom of heaven, to rule there, we must first

become humble like a little child. ( 23 ) "The greatest among you will be your servant. For
whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted" (Mt
23:11-12).

RREKENITX , REBEERSEIRINIPABA , TERRREXMEANE
AR, NTHBNEXREER AN KW , EMEBUEETER , BIBMSAERN
BNBEF—ERNRBEZA®, “RITPEEAKR , EREEFRIMNOAA. LESHSE
RE , BENMLARNS. " ( K23:11-12)

If God's eternal plan revolves around demonstrating the moral superiority of humility and
servanthood, it is of the utmost importance that we learn this lesson now.

MR EFHKETR , DRESEEREBNIANOGE , ARENMEIANERMR

22 22 Adiscussion of the various meanings of "salvation" will be undertaken in chapter 6.
XTI TFSTEEANE N , REEAEH#HITITL,
23 23 Mt.18:4. X 18:4.
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i FABRNIAERZEEANEZIZXANTHR , ZIREXEEN,

All Christians are not servants, and only those who are will be great in the kingdom.
ATRFANEEESRIA  REBLESMIAN , EXEEF SR KM,

Only those sons of God who are "sons indeed" will be co-heirs with their coming king in the
final destiny of man. Many who have been saved by the King are not presently living for Him.
AEREEEHNEHHNILFHAN , TL2EAXNELABEFSEMHIIRNEET—R
GEFL, BFSEBUEEIRBENA  AEH TR ENMETEN,

Many who have begun lives of discipleship have not persevered. They risk forfeiture of this
great future. But we are "partakers (Gk. metochoi) of Christ, [only] if we hold our confidence
firmly to the end" (Heb. 3:14).

HLZEALFHRTIIHRREFENOA , HREREFETE, MAIETRREXMEANK
¥, BER , RIMNAREBNWRMF , “BIMNBEFEVEINEL , BRFIK , EEEER
A% T (partakers, Gk. metochoi)” ( 3K 3:14 )

However, those who are obedient and dependent servants now and who persevere in
discipleship to the final hour will be among Christ's metochoi, the servant kings, in the
thousand-year kingdom of the Son of Man.

A, REMEEEMRES , HEKEGNIAN , HEESREFIHBREIRSE—
ZHOA , BEAEEBNEMF (Z5E) , BAIMEE , EAFHNTENEEE,

All Christians will be in the kingdom, but tragically not all will be co-heirs there.

It is by losing our lives that they find their ultimate significance. ( 24 ) Each act of service is
not only an expression of God's eternal purpose but is preparation and training for our final
destiny.
FIENEEBRBEERNEER  BAENR , AFRAMENEERFRXERE—F
YA RY,

REGEXREMIINESD , AT RIEMNHSLELFRE>. BRSNS
Ih , FRRRREHEFHRKENBN , MAGBREN KGN WIS MAER UL,
Yes, the final answer to the Satan's rebellion, and the ultimate meaning of human existence,
is to be found in the future reign of the servant kings. But who are they, and how do we join
their company? Let us begin ...

=H, NHENRBHRLLE  UARAXRFENGLENL , BAUENIAZENKR
REVEZ PHIKE, BRAMNIERER , RNDABEEIMAZMBIINRESH 21k
BNFHRFAEER. ...

24 24 Mk. 8:35. 1] 8:35
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