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Test Number Ten
Is Your Future.....

Here’s the last test...do your future plans take him in? Every girl dreams much about her forthcoming wedding.
Not every girl gets to have a beautiful ceremony, but there isn’t one who wouldn’t like to have it so.
The wedding is such a time of planning and preparation. There are so many things to be done.

There are the time and the place. Of course, no place lends itself as well as the home church. Then there are the
bridesmaids, and the wedding gown, and the guest book and the cake, and whether or not you’re going to have the
ring bearer as well as the flower girl, and who’s going to do the singing. There’s much to decide.

But of one matter there is no latitude of choice. When you match prettily down that long, long aisle, that handsome
young fellow who will be proudly awaiting your coming is none other than this very special, certain person. It just
is impossible for you to think of the future without his face filling the whole horizon.

The fellows, of course, don’t admit thinking too much about a wedding ceremony. It’s all right, to be sure, but their
thoughts forge ahead to that little vine-covered cottage that both of you are going to call home. Their thoughts are
on the place, where, after the toil of the day is through, the young man swinging his lunch bucket is winding his
way homeward. That sweet dimpled person who meets him at the door will be none other than you... the girl of his
future. Whenever he thinks of settling down, it’s always with this very extra special person...you.

Let’s look again into the future. Come with me now to the nursery. Over on one side there’s that sweet, darling
little baby girl of yours, and do you know, she looks just like you. Over on the other side of the nursery there’s
another crib with a little chubby bundle of love, and this little laddie looks just like you, his dad. There is your
future home. Already it’s worked out in your heart, even though it’s not materialized. But there’s one thing that’s
dead sure, it’s off unless that certain girl is there or unless that certain fellow is there. He’s (she’s) your future.

...Filled with Him?



Love is like that. Everyone is a dreamer of sorts. No one ever lives entirely in the present. It’s always, “what’ll we
do next summer?” or “when will we bring this or that to pass?”” That’s a quality of intelligence. Therefore, one of
the marks of true love is the insistence of the inclusion of that certain person in all your future plans.

Oh, I don’t mean to say that the whole idea is blue-printed. This often takes years of living and doing, but the ideal
is there, nevertheless. It’s the ideal that as far as your future is concerned it just can’t be that which it ought to be,
unless your beloved is included. See?

The future is frightening to some people. They’re afraid of what the unfolding days and years may bring, and of
course there is some truth to that, for life does have its downs as well as ups. And skies are never always blue.
There are, furthermore, the very pertinent examples of the lives of the parents and of observable friends. This
brings a certain amount of concern for future days.

But if one is truly in love there is a courage generated thereby. Suppose there are gray days. If he is there, I won’t
be afraid. Suppose some rain does fall in my life. If she is there, we’ll face it together. The future need never be
frightening if the two of us can walk through it hand in hand.

There you have it. How does this test meet you? Would you say regarding this young man in whom you’re
interested that nothing which tomorrow might bring would be too frightening if you had hold of his hand? Or to
you, young man, could you truthfully admit that you’d be as bold as a lion in all the years to come with the sweet
support of this particular girl in whom you’re interested? If your answer is in the affirmative, then this certainly
can be a mark of the trueness of your love.

Futures are of necessity unknowns. It’s better that way. Life wouldn’t be nearly as interesting if we knew all the
answers. But this quality of love helps to take away from the future’s frightening uncertainty. When love is present
there’s no need to fear what the tomorrows may bring, for you have each other, and in this union of spirits there is
great strength to face whatever the tomorrows may bring.

Let me turn again to the deeper side of this whole matter. Does the Lord Jesus Christ fill your future? Is His
blessed face seen on the horizon of your every tomorrow? Do all your plans for life include Him?

And I’m not thinking only of a future in Heaven, I’m thinking also of the rest of your years upon this earth. For
instance, after you get through school and take a job, is He going to be your number one partner? When the
wedding is over and you’ve established your home, is Christ to be the first Guest always? If God graciously places
in your arms some little darlings that will bear your image, will your first thought be to dedicate them unreservedly
to Him?

Or perhaps in the matter of a lifework, is your Lord to have the first opportunity to choose what you shall be doing?
Are you convinced that life is poorly spent no matter how successful in the world’s viewpoint, unless it adds honor
and glory to Christ?

You do see, don’t you, how utterly impossible it is to give Christ any other place than the first place. Someone has
said, “He must be Lord of all, or He is not Lord at all.” It must be first or none. But it’s, oh, so valuable to give
Him the first place and His loving beneficence will sweeten all the days of your years.

But life must come to a close as everyone fully knows. This world is not our home and we’re just passing through.
There will be the day when we stop breathing earth’s atmosphere to begin breathing Heaven’s. There must come
the day when eyes will close upon earth’s scenes to open onto heavenly scenes. What then?

Do you think of Heaven merely in terms of golden streets and pearly gates? Is Heaven in your mind only a place of
the strumming harps and the resting of tired bodies? Or do you see Heaven with the face of our Lord superimposed
upon it? Is Heaven Heaven because Christ is there? Does your earnest desire center in being with Him and
throughout eternity’s unchanging eons feasting upon the riches of the glory of His Person? Is your future filled
with Christ? If so, it could be that you’re in love...with Him.



Take This Test...

How about grading yourself? First, place the name of the person here.................... , and then ask yourself the
following questions:

1. Do I think of him (her) constantly? Yes.... No....
2. Do I long to be with him (her)? Yes.... No....
3. Do I have faith in him (her)? Yes.... No....
4. Do I want to do the things that please him (her)? Yes.... No....

5. Am | concerned about my appearance and conduct?  Yes.... No....

6. Do I feel free to talk everything over with him (her)?  Yes.... No....

7. Do I want to please his (her) people? Yes.... No....
8. Do | want to bring him (her) gifts? Yes.... No....
9. Do my present plans center in him (her)? Yes.... No....

10. Is my future filled with him (her)? Yes.... No....

Grade yourself on the basis of 10 for a complete “yes” and 5 for a partial “yes.”
A “no” is of course zero. Be honest.

If your grade is 75 or more there’s real hope, for grades this high have a habit of increasing.
Under 75 the cause is doubtful indeed.

If you can grade a perfect score... better start planning on wedding bells.
Especially if he (she) grades high too.

Don’t fail to take this test on the basis of your love for Christ too.

We hope you’ll have a perfect score here too.

God bless you........
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