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How To Tell If You’re In Love — 10 Tests For True Love
William W. Orr

Test Number Six

Do You Feel Free to...



Are you ready for another test of true love? Here it is then: Do you feel real liberty in discussing things with
him? Do you have a sincere desire to know his opinion? Are you able to talk over subjects with him that you
would hesitate to discuss with almost anyone else?

Or, conversely, are you guarded in your choice of subjects when you’re in his presence? Are there some
realms of thinking that you never touch upon? Would you hesitate, for instance, to bring up the subject of
your own relationship to the Lord? Or would you feel shy about discussing your inner hopes, ambitions and
desires for the future?

There is little doubt about it, some subjects you just can’t chew over with everyone. Oh, I know it’s true that
there are some people who are naturally reticent and have difficulty in talking at any time. But then there is
a certain camaraderie which can be established between friends which indicate that you have found a real
kindred spirit who’ll not fail to give you a proper evaluation and a sympathetic understanding.

You know there are even some parents who are not so close to their young people as they ought to be.
Frequently, the young person hesitates to discuss things with his own forbears simply because there is not
that feeling of sympathetic approach. I suppose in some cases it’s because the parents are too busy with their
own affairs. Sometimes it seems as if they live in a different world from the young people. Occasionally it is
due to a lack of interest in what the children are doing. Whatever the cause, it’s a sad condition at best.

But let me also state that there are many, many families where the young people and parents are in

complete agreement and understanding. The girl talks things over carefully with her mother, hiding nothing.
The father is a real pal to his boy, and a joy forever, and betokens the presence of the finest kind of true
affection.

But this is just an illustration of the case in point here. True love feels an intimate affinity to the
understanding of the one who enjoys the heart affection. When you love someone deeply, there are no
subjects which cannot be discussed. You always feel that you will have a sympathetic understanding. You
will never be laughed at or turned away. Always there will be a warmth of genuine understanding.

...Talk Everything Over?

Now I am not talking about subjects that are taboo. That’s not the question here at all. Rather it’s the realm
of deep-down, personal heart-subjects. You can talk about the weather with every Tom, Dick and Harry
that comes along. You can discuss political affairs with even casual acquaintances. You can talk about the
price of ham in China or eggs in Africa with people to whom you’ve just been introduced. There is no
problem there.

But when it comes to the matter of your deep and almost sacred dreams for future days, you’ve got to feel
sure that the one with whom you’re having this discussion is a true friend. You just don’t parade intimate
subjects before everyone. When it comes to the matter of your secret longings, you would be very fearful of
being misunderstood. Certainly, we don’t want our innermost desires to be vulgarly paraded before a
buffooning crowd.

So love casts a warm glow on this whole matter. When you’ve come to know that particular someone whom
you find truly interesting to your heart, you just seem to lose that reticence to talk about personal matters.
No matter how intimate the subject, you just know that he’ll give you an honest, sympathetic comment.

Now all of this is different from the feeling that you might have toward your pastor or even your
psychiatrist. It isn’t a matter of professional understanding. It isn’t a question of learned advice that you’re
seeking. It’s just that valuable liaison that comes from two hearts that are beating in unison. It could be that
your boy friend or your girl friend won’t even know that answer. That isn’t the particular end for which



you’re striving. It’s just that genuine love brings a feeling of ease, no mater what topics are being discussed.
No matter how intimate the subject matter.

Now let’s turn for a moment and let this test apply to our relationship to the Lord. If we are to find our
heart affection of 24-carat value, then this test ought to apply as well. Do we feel free when talking with the
Lord to bring to His esteemed attention the very deepest subjects that dwell in our hearts? Or, are we
practicing a certain reserve, holding back from Him themes which we unconsciously feel cannot be
discussed?

I do not need to tell you that the Lord is already aware of every detail that goes on in our lives. Not only does
He observe our every movement, but He carefully catalogs our every thought. He is fully cognizant of the
principles, the forces, reasons which shape both our thinking and our action. His omniscience evaluates us
completely. But this is not the point.

It is not His love which is in question here. What we’re endeavoring to ascertain is the depth, strength and
quality of our love. Do we feel so free in His presence that from the lips of our own heart we find ourselves
unreservedly discussing the most intimate subjects of life?

Now practically every Christian spends some time in prayer, and prayers, to a large extent follow a routine.
We thank the Lord for past blessings and we remind Him of our needs for the future. To a certain extent we
tell Him that we can rejoice in His fellowship and we press into His keeping our cares, our problems and the
conflicts of life. All of this is good and necessary.

But the point we are making here is, whether our conversation with the Lord gets out of the realm of the
ordinary. Do we feel free to talk things over with Him that we have carefully placed in the very Holy of
Holies of our hearts? Are we sure then when we lay these things before Christ that His advice will be
incomparably wise and complete sympathetic? Does our confidence in our Lord’s love for us lead us to take
the lid off the treasure chest of our most valuable dreams and freely set them before His gaze.

If this be so, it’s a strong indication that not only is Christ your Savior but He becomes the true object of
your heart’s affection. And may I say it carefully this is His desire for you. He wants you to regard Him not
only as an escape from eternal perdition but as the very dearest Friend. He is worthy; in fact the Scriptures
say that the test of the greatest love is whether someone would be willing to lay down his life for a friend.
This is what Christ has done for us and in return for this great love, He looks for answering affection within
our hearts, not synthetic, not artificial, but the genuine article.



