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How To Tell If You’re In Love — 10 Tests For True Love
William W. Orr

Test Number Seven



Do You Want to....

Let’s consider carefully another measurement of love. Our quest is to determine the genuine article. I know you’ll agree with
me that there is much that passes for love which is only cheap imitation.

This test is: Do you, deep-down in your heart, have a real desire to please the father and mother of your beloved? Not let’s
consider for a moment what’s involved here. There could be cases where you were interested only in the principal subject,
your friend, and you would seek to have as little as possible to do with his people. Lots of love affairs are carried on entirely
on this basis.

But let’s face it. This would not be the genuine article. Love like this would be largely characterized by selfishness, and is
anathema to true love. Such affairs would be built upon the shifting sands of mere physical attraction, and real love is never
cast in this category.

If, on the other hand, while you think very highly of your particular boy friend or girl friend, you are also aware of the fact
that he or she did not grow on a tree or spring into existence of himself, but that he was born of parents who loved and reared
by parents who cared; if you can see that many of the admired characteristics of your dear one were inculcated by the patient
teaching of his forbears, then you will naturally begin to have an appreciation of how much you owe to them.

You see true love is an all-embracing thing. It’s quite possible for you to be exceedingly fond of your beloved and also have
an ample supply of affection for the parents who gave him life. Nor does your first love suffer from the addition of the other;
in fact, they complement and strengthen one another.

This being true, you will find that there is a deep-down desire in your heart to please those who are near and dear to your
special friend. You will want to do the things, and act the part so that they will be pleased with you. You will want to appear
at your very best in their eyes. You will seek to have their sincere approbation.

This may take some conscious effort on your part, for you’ll have to remember that the dear ones of your boy friend or girl
friend may not know you too well. They’re already sure of him, for they’ve know him all their lives. But they’re watching
you very sharply to see if you have those good characteristics which they feel are so very important. But you can show them,
can’t you?

....Please His People?

Now just to show you the contrast of love that is shallow, selfish and passing, the participants in this sort of imitation keep to
themselves, find everything they need in their own company, have little or no regard for convention or consideration of
others and just generally adopt a “’go hang” attitude to the rest of the world. You can easily see the insecure character of such
a foundation. No one ever lives completely to himself, and love that is to be an enduring thing can never be built on such
false premises. There are other folks who must be reckoned with, and a person is just plain foolish who attempts to throw
consideration for others to the winds and live on a selfish basis.

Then too, this whole matter is a mark of the genuine quality of love because love’s primary characteristic is unselfishness.
Not does it suffer either in quantity or quality by being that way. If you truly love someone, you will go to all ends to please
those whom he loves. You will seek to adjust your life, your speech, your actions, your dress in order that you might be well
thought of by his circle of friends.

Now I know that there has been some humor introduced at this point, and the young man has often tried to “butter up” the
father of the girl and frequently the young lady has “poured it on” the mother of her intended. But underneath all this is a
truly basic principle, and you can determine something of the quality of true love by a careful examination at this point.

Let us step over into our other realm for a moment. We’ve been thoughtfully asking ourselves right along whether we are
truly in love with Christ. We remember that in many instances it’s not a question of whether we’re saved or not, but how
great is our affection for our Savior.

You see, salvation is a great miracle of God’s grace and occurs almost unfelt. It’s an instantancous event though, believe me,
it’s of transcendent importance. On the other hand, growth in grace is a process. It responds to certain stimuli. It must needs



be cultivated and watered. Periodic examination is good. We should often soberly inquire concerning the well-being of our
love.

Here then is the gauge. Do you love the people of Christ? Have you genuine affection for the saints, the brothers and sisters
in the Lord? Do you love those whom Christ loves?

I am well aware that there are many people in the Christian life who are easily loved. They have the qualities that are greatly
to be desired and you find yourself naturally drawn to them. It isn’t a difficult task at all to admit that you love these people.

But this may not be the determining factor. You may be called upon to love people who are unlovely, and that may be putting
it mildly. But do you find yourself loving them for Christ’s sake? That is the underlying question.

Nor does this extend merely to the “nice people” of our churches. There are people of other races and other stations in life
who are God’s children too, but who possibly live on a vastly different scale than you do. Could you find yourself having
affection for them, as well?

Much of the labor of the missionary comes under this classification. In foreign lands there are such divergencies of manner of
life which could even reach the place of being nauseating to the uninitiated. Yet in most cases the missionary accepts all these
things and endeavors to do his work not because he finds the hardships less disgusting, but because his love for Christ
enables him to overcome. In other words, a mark of true affection for Christ is a deep, persevering and complete love for the
people of God.

Love is like that. Had you ever thought of the view that God had when He sent His Son into this world? It was a world filled
with people of every type and character, but with one general characteristic. They were far from being lovely in God’s sight.
Yet God’s love enveloped them all, and the death of Christ provided a way for everyone. That’s the real article.

Now don’t throw up your hands and cry that such love can never be yours. On a natural scale this might be true, but we’re
not working on a natural scale. It’s a supernatural love we’re dealing with, and it’s a love which God by His own Hand has
planted and will cultivate deep in our heart of hearts. We who love Christ will most certainly love those whom Christ loves.



