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How To Tell If You’re In Love — 10 Tests For True Love
William W. Orr

Test Number Nine

Do Your Present Plans...

What are you going to do today? Tonight? Tomorrow? Qur present test is ...do your present plans center in him? You see,
love being the quality it is, it takes in the whole man or the whole woman. You just don’t seem to do things by yourself any
more when you’re in love. There’s always the question of what is he going to do, or what is she going to do? Let me explain.



Everybody plans for things. You have your school, your job, your church activities, your social obligations, and all of these
demand a portion of your time. As a matter of fact, in these busy days we must budget our time, allowing just so much for
each factor. Everyone is forced to be a planner of sorts.

But when you’re in love all of this is affected. If you’re going to go to school, the place and time could be determined by
what that special person will do. The job that you take is often determined by where he works or she works. Even the
church that you attend and the minister to whom you listen might be selected on the basis of whether or not that certain
someone goes there.

Now I’m not condemning any of this. I’m just stating that this is a quality of love. When you’re in love all of your planning
comes under the scrutiny of your lover’s plans. You just can’t help it. Your heart won’t let you. The object of your affection
seems to be sort of a center pole around which your life automatically revolves, and perhaps, that’s a good thing as it should
be.

As a matter of fact sometimes your plans undergo radical changes. It has been known that giddy girls without a serious
thought in their pretty heads have suddenly found domestic life of paramount interest. They have been known to go to their
mothers with the unheard-of request of being taught how to cook, simply because a certain young man is rather fond of
eating. Others have sat at Grandma’s knee to learn how to knit or sew because somewhere in the romantic conversation the
fellow let slip the idea that he likes the old-fashioned type of girl who can sew.

...Center in Him?

This thing affects boys as well; don’t think it doesn’t Perhaps the change could be not so abrupt, but change there will be,
nevertheless. Many a young man who has been interested only in outboard motors and hotrods suddenly becomes conscious
that little vine covered bungalows are rather nice after all. Lots of fellows whose plans had been revolving around
carburetors, drawing boards and automatic machinery suddenly find real interest in jewelry store windows or furniture
salesrooms. Strange, isn’t it?

Let’s put it this way. It could be a sign of love if you just can’t seem to successfully plan on a singular basis. If all your
arrangements are in the plural, if you find yourself constantly saying “we” instead of “L” if you’re continually seeing
double,...then this is a good indication that you have been struck by the real thing.

Don’t think that this is anything out of line. Away back in the beginning God planned it this way, and you’ll remember that
the Bible points out that two would become one, and that one should think in terms of two. Sometimes the two even turn
into three, four, five or six. | might also add that sometimes this matter of thinking double is not too openly expressed.

There are some fellows who think they’d rather be dead than let anyone know they’re even remotely interested in nursery
furniture. But I’m talking about deep-down feelings. I’m talking about plans as yet not worked out on paper. The point that
I’m making is, that one of the marks of truly being in love is that your thinking and preparation for the future is all on the
basis of “we’ll be doing it together.” It might be that you’re not even sure he’s going to propose, but nevertheless, as far as
your heart is concerned, your plans certainly include that certain person. Do you see?

Others who have carefully planned a nursing career or a highflying job as an airline hostess or a newspaper columnist have
suddenly had all these fall as flat as a bride’s first biscuit when love stepped into the picture. Present plans have changed
almost over night, as the young lady has had a picture of herself as queen of her own home, even though it’s just a wee little
one.

I don’t suppose you’ve thought of your relation to the Lord under this head. But it’s true, nevertheless. You see I am really
not speaking about the matter of becoming a Christian. I am presuming all along that you are a truly saved person. | am a
real born-again child of God by faith in Jesus Christ. What | am anxious about now is the intensity and extent of your love
for Him.

I don’t need to tell you that the world is filled with Christian people whose love for Christ is pitifully small. They are saved
all right, but they have never grown in grace. They would be horrified if you were to suggest that they were heathen, and yet
their daily lives would scarcely indicate that they are any different from the rank and file of the person outside of Christ.
What is wrong with them?

Their love for Christ has never grown. They have really never come to know Him as the Altogether Lovely One and the
most Chief of Ten Thousand, and many of them are tragically unaware of this deplorable condition. Hence the necessity is
for a definite, personal examination of the relationship of their heart to Christ.



Take this test, for instance. If you are truly fond of Christ, then day by day your plans will center in Him. You will not
attempt to plot out your life by yourself. Your every action will be colored by the thought of whether or not He approves.
The job you will take, the school that you will attend, your social contacts and certainly your church life will be all
scrutinized under the principle of whether or not He approves.

There may be many things which were not a part of your life before in any manner, but which now loom very large; for
instance, your aims and ambitions are altered. You are going to lay up treasure in Heaven, rather than on earth. The goal of
your life is not now fame or worldly approbation, but that heavenly “well done.” Ask yourself the question then: Is Christ in
the dead center of my daily planning? I trust so.

There is no one more capable than He. | mean in the matter of your planning. In the beginning He planned this whole
universe and it’s a tender and delightful secret that long before you were born the Son of God planned your life. You can
quite well afford to seek His aid in planning for today...and tomorrow.



