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How To Tell If You’re In Love — 10 Tests For True Love
by William W. Orr

Test Number Four

Do You Want to Do the....

Cone now to test number four. Ask your heart this question... With regard to this person, do you find
yourself wanting to do the things he likes? I mean even without his asking you? Is there an unconscious
desire to be and do according to his wishes?

Do you find yourself almost unconsciously buying some apples and shortening at the grocery because he
likes apple pie? Do you plan to borrow a book on how to play chess simply because he’s interested? Was
that you in the attic recently recovering your tennis racket because he happened to mention he played a fair
game?

These are all definite marks of more than ordinary interest. Love is like that. The one who loves,
unconsciously but unmistakably, tends to do the things that are desired by the object of affection.

In many cases this is good. For there is a tendency to suppress selfish qualities and emphasize the good, the
true and the beautiful.



There is a classic story of the young lady who cared little or nothing for the study of botany; that is, until she
became interested in a young man with curly hair who was somewhat of a junior authority on this subject.
About this time she found botany the subject in which she was most interested. And she was not merely
putting on.

Now, there may be a conscious effort, too. I mean, you may force yourself to eat carrots even though you
don’t like them simply because he thinks they’ll make your eyes sparkle. Or, you may make a brave effort to
get to bed early even though you dearly love to stay up late and read, because he’s concerned about the dark
circle under your eyes.

But whether conscious or unconscious, there it is. The simple truth is that you’re thinking less of what
pleases you and more of what will please him. And the matter of pleasing him has suddenly become the
center of your life.

Sometimes the doing of these new things cuts quite across the habit patterns of your life. If it were any other
force than love there might be some real difficulty encountered. Even fear or hatred oft times fails to change
deeply rooted patterns. But love has a force above and beyond other elemental qualities. It will work where
nothing else can.

...Things That Please Him?

Love is more than just one of God’s qualities. In a very special way, God is love. Not that love is God. That
would be pantheism. But God is love. Love is part of God. Love finds its true source in the heart of God.

So our principle is beautifully exemplified in the love of God for a lost humanity. We read that “God so
loved the world that He gave.” This is the Father’s love. He cared so much that He proposed to do the things
that humanity sorely needed.

But the Son of God loved too. And as He loved, He proceeded to do, not His own will, but the will of the
Father. The love in the heart of Christ sought the things which pleased the Father, and then the things
which pleased the heart of humanity.

The same principle must obtain in our love for Christ. The sure test of whether or not we truly love Him is
proved by this point. Do we want to do the things which please Him? Are we concerned less about our own
will and more about His will?

Now we may consciously urge our hearts to be concerned about the things that please Him. But first of all,
we’ll note this quality as both a by-product and a proof of an inner affection. If, and it’s an important if....if
we love Him these things will result.

With some Christians the problem is one of hindrances. There’s too much concern about things which count
less. When these hindrances are removed, the love will beautifully bloom.

With other Christians the problem is one of failing to follow the means of grace. There should be more
Bible-reading, more prayer, more attendance on the means of grace,...Church, fellowship, service, reading,
meditation.

But the test still holds true. If you do love Christ, an unmistakable sign will be your concern for the things
which please Him.

I might say that the things which please Christ are often far removed from the things which please the
natural man. As you’ll remember in the earthly life of our Lord, His guiding principle was to do the things



which pleased His heavenly Father. In the same manner when love rules in our hearts, our guiding principle
will be to do the things which please Christ.

What then are the things which please Christ? There’s no doubt here. Christ is concerned with the salvation
of the world. This is the purpose of His birth, His life, His death, His resurrection. This is the heart of the
gospel. This is the mission of the church. This is the goal of life.

But where do we come in? Right here. Christ has commissioned us to carry the story of His love. Christ has
placed in our hands the glad task of telling others. It is up to us as God’s children to be in the channels of
salvation.

But God doesn’t want unwilling workers. He doesn’t draft soldiers for His army. He wants volunteers. Only
those whose hearts are challenged by the love of Christ can ever be successful in the work of the gospel.

There are difficulties in the pathway. God knows about them and allows them to remain. His plan is not to
remove difficulties but to lift us over them. They also become a trial of our faith.

So there is need to deeply love Christ and His work. The Christian life is too hazardous for any whose love is
weak. There must be way-down, all-wool-a-yard-wide kind of affection. For there are many adversaries.

Let’s check. How is your love? Is there strong desire to do the things which please Him? Do you find
yourself putting aside less important things, and seeking the things of which your Lord will approve?

Are you reading the Bible more, simply because you know He approves? Do you plan to spend more time in
prayer as you remember that He has told you to pray without ceasing? Do you attend the services of
Christian people, knowing this merits the smile of His blessing? Do you endeavor to fill your days with
service because this is what He has asked you?

I have not listed all the things that please Him in your life. How can 1? He must whisper these things to the
intimacy of your own heart. In your conversations together the Lord will make known those matters which
are of most vital importance to Him. Then it will be the task of your love to perform them, but that won’t be
a hardship. Rather, it will be joy and a delight.



