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How To Tell If You’re In Love — 10 Tests For True Love
William W. Orr

Test Number Five

Are You Concerned About...

Marriage is serious business. Even though modern thinking takes a dim view of the life-enduring sanctity of
the marriage relationship, God’s intention is still “until death do us part.” Therefore, it is exceedingly
important to be sure it’s really love. Some sober thinking on this side of marriage may prevent acres of
heartaches and rivers of tears.

Here then is test number five. Have you noticed a new concern about your appearance? Are you having
much more serious thought about your conduct? Have you lost that rather silly frivolity? Do you find
yourself giving a greater amount of time in both looking your finest and acting your best?

Now I know that some, girls especially, spend an interminably long time in primping and preening for
almost every occasion. But I’m not speaking of that. This new concern is not for the purpose of flirtation or
getting wolf whistles. This is a serious interest in looking your finest and acting your best in order to impress
that certain someone whom you greatly desire to impress.

Some fellows are notoriously careless in dress and habits of cleanliness. Almost no time or effort is spent on
keeping shoes, shirts and suits in first-class condition. And too often the daily cleaning is neglected. This is
supposed to be a characteristic of masculinity, and some have sought to excuse it under the heading.

So it is good sign of love’s approach when the man in the case throws over the established tradition of being
slouchy, and takes on the exemplary behavior of concern about his appearance and care about his tidiness
and cleanliness.

And don’t think that is doesn’t take a near revolution in some fellows’ lives to bring this about. But it does
happen, and it does have a meaning. True love always wants to impress the object of affection. True love
wants to be well thought of.

You see, love’s eyes are very keen. Contrary to the saying that love is blind, the truth is that love’s eyes see
things which other eyes fail to perceive. All the more reason for concern about appearance and conduct.
...Your Appearance and Conduct?



This new concern is not merely a surface matter. It’s not just more or less powder or rouge or lipstick. It’s a
fundamental change to a new deal. You want to appear at your very best because one of the greatest desires
in your whole life is to favorably impress that certain person.

You want him to think well of you. And to bring this about, you’re willing to alter anything in your life
that’s out of line. Your dresses will be more modest because He approves of modesty in girls. You’ll let your
hair grow longer because he’s rather old-fashioned about this. You’re planning to be much more
conservative in behavior because you’re sure he’ll approve.

As you buy your perfume you’re thinking of a scent that he’ll like. As you choose your new dress, it must be
blue because you happened to hear that he’s fond of blue. As you shop, you do almost an unheard-of-
thing ...you get some sewing material simply because you want him to think of you as domestically inclined.

I’m not endeavoring to explain all this. I’m just saying it’s so. That thing we call love produces this kind of
reaction. It’s not put on, rather it’s an unconscious result. It’s a form of true unselfishness. When you love
someone, you want to do the things that please him...or her. Very frequently the entire appearance is
altered. Usually, it is for the better.

And in conduct, frequently the same transformation occurs. The giddy girl turns into the demure maiden.
The harebrained boy settles down into the well-behaved lad. And it is all because of the lifting, enabling
quality of genuine love.

Undoubtedly this is the way God planned it. For the bridge from dubious, unreliable teens to the serious,
dependable twenties must be made. And a dose of real love is the proper way to do it.

This is partly the bridge between the lad and the young man, or between the girl and the young woman. But
it’s also a bridge between immaturity and maturity, and between selfishness and unselfishness. The whole
pattern is supposed to fit together, for the young people are to be changed into adults, and irresponsibility
must assume responsibility.

Let me turn now to the analogy of our love for Christ. A great tragedy in the Christian life is the lack of real
affection for our Lord on the part of Christian people.

Most Christians “want” to love Christ. But they foolishly allow things, and even good things, to come
between their hearts and the heart of their Savior.

How about you? Do you truly love Christ? I mean, do you deeply, sincerely, unselfishly love Him? Do you
love Him more than anyone else in the whole world? You should, for He is worthy.

How can you know? Well, let’s apply this test. Since you have come to know Christ, are you more careful
and concerned about your appearance? And I’m not thinking merely of your physical appearance, your
clothing, your face, your hair. Rather, I’m thinking of your “spiritual” appearance.

Do you earnestly desire that the fruit of the Spirit should characterize your life? Are you conscious of the
lack of “love, joy, peace, longsuffering”? Do you sense the absence of “gentleness, goodness, faithfulness,
self-control”?

Because of your affection for Christ do you find yourself endeavoring to rectify these needs? When you
awaken in the morning do you seek to spiritually prepare for the day’s journey with Him? Do you desire
more than all else that your conduct shall do honor to the One whose you are and whom you serve?



Because you walk daily with the risen Christ do you seek to have your conduct measure up? Are you seeking
constantly to be less selfish and more generous, less censorious and more forgiving, less worldly and more
spiritual?

Love is like that. When you truly love a Person, you’ll be so conscious of defects in your life, and you’ll seek
in every way possible to have your life measure up. And here’s a secret, in the matter of your for Christ,
God will help you to do so. For this is all part of His wonderful and marvelous plan for your life.

You see, God has a wonderful future planned for His children. It’s not merely the days of this life and then
quits. There’s a great big, wonderful eternity coming and you are all wrapped up in God’s plan. Hence the
necessity for the days of your years to be consciously delivered over into God’s fashioning hands. He’ll do
the work in us, you may be sure, if our deep love invites Him to proceed.



