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THE PRINCIPLE OF POSITION
BY MILES J. STANFORD

CHAPTER 6 IDENTIFICATION AND GROWTH

Positional truth is the basis of every sphere of our Christian life. But nowhere are we more dependent upon the
principle of position than in the understanding of our identification with the Lord Jesus in His death unto sin and
resurrection unto God. As in all positional steps, identification is not experiential, but is a matter of placing our
faith in the facts of the Word. Whereas justification has to do with birth, identification has to do with growth,
which is to continue until we see Him face to face.

Position

When we received the Lord Jesus as our Savior and thus were born into Him as our life, all that He is and all that
He has became ours. Justification (His righteousness) was perhaps all that we could apprehend at the time, but that
was only the beginning of an infinity of wonders that we are to enter into, now and throughout eternity. Because of
our grace-given position in the Heir, we are “heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ” (Romans 8:17).

All is held in trust for us in Christ, our new position, and becomes our condition as we are taken forward, step by
step, in faith. When we are able to receive and appreciate the benefits of the riches of Romans chapters One
through Five, then He is free to take us into the reality of the wealth of Romans chapters Six through Eight. When
we are firmly established in the positional truth of Christ dying for our sins and rising again for our justification
(Romans 4:25), then we are prepared to see our position and enter into the benefits of our having died and risen
with Him (Romans 6:5).

Now, let us look at some of the positional truths concerning our identification with the Lord Jesus. “For if we have
become united with Him in the likeness of His resurrection”(Romans 6:5). In order for us to be reborn, newly
created in the risen life of the Savior, God had to free us from the penalty of sin and the nature of the fallen Adam.
He accomplished this by placing us in Christ on the Cross, by identifying each one of us, as future believers, with
Him. Thus, when Christ died unto sin (out of the realm and reign of the principle of sin), we as sinners died unto
sin in Him. Why should this be so difficult to comprehend when we understand clearly that the Lord Jesus died for
every one of our sins (all future at the time) on that same Cross? He was identified with our sin in order that we
might become identified with His righteousness. “For He hath made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that
we might be made the righteousness of God in Him” (2 Corinthians 5:21).

We know that the Lord Jesus rose again, once He had paid in full the wages of sin. Since we were identified
With Him in His death, and thereby were freed from both the penalty and power of sin, we know that we arose
with Him in His resurrection. It could not be otherwise. “But if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also
live with Him” (Romans 6:8).



“For the death that He died, He died unto sin once: but the life that He liveth, He liveth unto Go” (Romans 6:10).
The Lord Jesus died unto the power and reign of sin, and He rose again in the “power of an endless life” (Hebrews
7:16). Identified with Him on the Cross, we too died unto sin’s tyrannical dominion and “were buried therefore
with Him through (spiritual) baptism unto death: that like as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of
the Father, so we also might walk in newness of life” (Romans 6:4).

God provides the facts before He calls for faith. Early in Romans Six we are asked, “Are you ignorant” that all
who were identified with the Lord Jesus were identified in His death (v. 3)? In verse 6 Paul says, “Knowing this,
that our old man was crucified with Him.” It is not until the facts of our identification with Christ are understood
that we are admonished to exercise faith. In this way there is no effort or struggle to reckon, because we know.

Yes, it is in the clear light of our identification with Christ in His death and resurrection that we are directed to
“reckon you also yourselves to be dead unto sin, but alive unto God in Christ Jesus” (Romans 6:11). It would be
utterly impossible for our Father even to suggest that we count ourselves as having died unto sin and become alive
unto Him in the Lord Jesus if it were not already true of us! Nor could He ever call upon us to consecrate ourselves
to Him “as alive from the dead” (Romans 6:13) if He had not already made us “new creations” in the risen Christ
(2 Corinthians 5:17).

However, true as our identification with the Lord Jesus is, if we are not fully aware of the facts we will derive very
little benefit from them in our daily life. And that is where we need them. Moreover, unless we realize our need of
the separating (sanctifying) power of our death and life in Him, there will be no motivation for our faith to reach
out and receive. To reckon upon our positional fact is to see it clearly, to believe it, to count upon it, to receive and
appropriate the practical reality of it with thanksgiving. “Rooted and built up in Him, and established in the faith,
as you have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving” (Colossians 2:7).

Death and judgment are behind us,
Grace and glory are before;

All the billows rolled o’er Jesus,
There they spent their utmost power.

Jesus died, and we died with Him,
Buried in His grace we lay,

One with Him in resurrection,

Now “in Him” in Heaven’s bright day.

The gracious Spirit of truth revealed to us that the Lord Jesus died for our sins, and by faith in the facts we entered
into the position of justification (which included our complete and eternal salvation). When the Holy Spirit reveals
to us the truth of our Lord Jesus having died unto sin, and our identification with Him in that death and
resurrection, by faith in the facts we acknowledge our position---we reckon ourselves to have died unto sin and to
be forever alive unto God in Christ.

That which we reckon in our position becomes experiential in our condition. As we count ourselves to have died
unto sin on the Cross, the effect of that Cross is applied by the Spirit to the sinful self-life. “For we which live are
always delivered unto death for Jesus’ sake” (2 Corinthians 4:11). Self is crucified, held in the place of death, as
we are led into sacrificial paths for His glory. As self is thus dealt with by the Cross, our condition reflects
progressively the facts of our position in Christ. “That the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal
flesh” (2 Corinthians 4:11).

Condition

“But God be thanked, that you were the servants of sin, but you have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine
which was delivered you. Being then made free from (the power of) sin, you became the servants of righteousness”
(Romans 6:17f). Our daily experience can be no more true than the doctrine we hold, and by which we are held.



The steps would be as follows: (1) We finally see and understand our position, our identification with Christ in
having died unto the dominion of sin and been made alive unto God in Him. (2) We become aware of the need to
be separated in our condition from self and unto Christ. (3) We then exercise faith in the completed work of our
position by reckoning upon the facts of our death and resurrection in Christ. (4) On the basis of this faith, the Holy
Spirit is free to translate the truth of our position into our daily condition.

The Spirit of Christ is very practical in His operations. He uses everyday means in bringing our positional
sanctification into our experience. As we reckon upon the fact of self’s crucifixion, He conveys the effect of that
finished work into our lives through daily circumstances. Due to our weakness and sinfulness, He is able to utilize
situations and human relationships in order to show us what we are in ourselves. We are thereby faced with the
choice: self, or Christ. If we count ourselves to have died unto sin and self, the emancipation of the Cross is
experienced within. And as we abide in the Lord Jesus, knowing ourselves to be alive unto God in Him, He is free
to manifest Himself more fully in our condition. This is spiritual growth. The “works” of the flesh are curtailed, the
“fruit” of the Spirit is revealed. “For to me to live is Christ” (Philippians 1:21).

“Except a grain of wheat fall into the earth and die, it abideth by itself alone; but if it die, it beareth much fruit”
(John 12:24). This statement of the principle of life out of death applies primarily to the Lord Jesus Christ. He is
the Grain of Wheat who refused to abide alone as God’s only begotten Son, but gave Himself at Calvary in order
to become the “firstborn among many brethren” (Romans 8:29). Since He died and rose again thereby bringing
forth “much fruit,” and that harvest being after His kind, our lives as similar grains of wheat are based upon the
same principle of life out of death.

No matter how self-contained and comfortable our Christian life may be, there is bound to develop a deep heart-
hunger to see others become grains of wheat. The Lord Jesus “shall see His seed....He shall see of the travail of
His soul, and shall be satisfied” (Isaish 53:10f). His heart-hunger is expressed through Paul: “My little children, of
whom [ travail in birth again until Christ be formed in you” (Galatians 4:19). And the Spirit of Christ yearns in our
hearts that the Lord Jesus may gain a rich and lasting harvest of golden grain through us.

This entire life-out-of-death process is directly related to our reckoning upon our position of life out of death. As
we yearn to be used, to multiply, to be brought to harvest, the Holy Spirit takes us down into death in our
experience. He “plants” or “buries” us in this difficult situation or that dark area and, as the old life is thus held in
the place of death (inoperative), the new life grows up and is manifested not only in us, but life in you (others)” (2
Corinthians 4:12).

Conversely, when we are self-centered and refuse the path of the Cross, we think little of others and everything of
ourselves. We scheme, fight, maneuver, and even pray to “abide alone.” But the Lord Jesus

has established the principle that “whosoever will save his life shall lose it (no fruit, no harvest): but whosoever
will lose his life for My sake (‘always delivered unto death for Jesus’ sake”), the same shall save it (shall see it
multiplied and harvested in others)” (Luke 9:24).

Actually, the Holy Spirit patiently uses everything (and everyone) in His process of bringing us to the grain-of-
wheat stage. When we are self-centered and carnal, He applies the appropriate pressures----perhaps in the physical
body, the home, or the place of work---thereby, in time, causing us to hunger to be Christ-centered.

When we begin to see and hate the self-life for what it is, when we begin to see and love the Lord Jesus for who

He is, then it is we become willing for the Holy Spirit to take self into death in order that Christ may be formed in
us. “We are assured and know that (God being a partner in their labor), all things work together and are (fitting into
a plan) for good to those who love God and are called according to (His) design and purpose. For those whom He
foreknew---of whom He was aware (in the divine plan)---He also destined from the beginning (foreordaining them)
to be molded into the image of His Son (and share inwardly His likeness). that He might become the first-born
among many brethren” (Romans 8:28f).






