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THE PRINCIPLE OF POSITION
BY MILES J. STANFORD

CHAPTER4 COMPLETENESS AND SECURITY

Each faith-step we take concerning the facts of our position prepares us for the following one, since every
succeeding step is established upon all that precedes. Our faith grows by feeding upon properly related scriptural
truth. “For precept must be upon precept...line upon line” (Isa. 28:10). “The steps of a good man are ordered by
the Lord” (Psalms 37:23).

Many hungry-hearted believers are struggling to get into the experience of Romans Eight when they are not yet
resting in the facts of Romans Three. They feel guilty because they fall far short of the heights of Ephesians and
Colossians, when in fact they do not adequately know peace with God in Romans Five, to say nothing of
identification with Christ in Romans Six. The experience of Romans Seven is well known, however. It is
absolutely necessary to allow the Holy Spirit to take us along in God’s sequence of Scripture, as each plane of truth
is foundational for the next. Skip over one, and firm footing for the next is lost. “Hold up my goings in Thy paths,
that my footsteps slip not” (Psalms 17:5).

Complete in Him

Once we are scripturally assured of our justification, reconciliation, and acceptance in the Lord Jesus, we are to
feed upon the truth of our completeness in Him. “As you have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord (by faith),
so walk you in Him: rooted and built up in Him, and established in the faith, as you have been taught, abounding
therein with thanksgiving...For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily. And you are complete in
Him” (Colossians 2:6f, 9f).

All that we will ever need for our Christian life, both now and forever, is ready and waiting in the Lord Jesus,
complete and accessible. Our condition is absolutely dependent upon our completed Source. Faith rests upon our
Father’s scriptural testimony as to what He has already done with and for us in Christ, never upon what He is
doing with and for us in our present condition. Faith in the Vine brings forth fruit in the branches.

Resting in our position in the Lord Jesus has a direct effect upon our condition. When we know that our Father has
already made us complete in Christ, we are able to trust Him in the midst of His development of that completeness
in our spiritual condition. Without the knowledge of this finished work in the Lord Jesus, our faith lacks the
necessary confidence that He will make sure progress in our daily growth.

Think for a moment of the positional truth of 2 Corinthians 5:27, “If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature
(creation): old things are passed away; behold all things are become new.” In the Lord Jesus we are altogether new
creation, born anew and complete in Him. He is the eternal Source from which our condition is to develop. “For
we are God’s (own) handiwork (His workmanship), recreated in Christ Jesus, (born anew) that we may do those
good works which God predestined (planned beforehand) for us, (taking paths which He prepared ahead of time),
that we should walk in them---living the good life which He prearranged and made ready for us to live” (Ephesians
2:10).

Even though the work is complete in Christ, there is nothing automatic about our experience of it. Ours is the
responsibility of faith. We were not only born anew by faith, but we are to live, walk, and grow by faith. In order
to enter intelligently and cooperatively into that which our Father has established for us in Christ, by faith are to
“put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness” (Ephesians 4:24). This simply
means that we are to rest in our position in the Lord Jesus as our life. We are to abide there because we have
already been established (born) there. “And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the



image of Him that created him” (Colossians 3:10). “For as many of you as have been baptized (spiritually, by the
Holy Spirit) into Christ have put on Christ” (Galatians 3:27).

“But put you on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill the lusts thereof” (Romans
13:14). The Lord Jesus is “put on” as we abide in Him by faith. Our risen Lord is full provision for our Christian
life and service; the Cross is the only provision we have for the self-life. As we confidently rest in the Lord Jesus,
the Holy Spirit gives us the things of Christ by means of growth. As a result, our condition begins to reflect what
we already are in position. By faith, we abide and live in Him; by faith, His life is developed and manifested in us.
“My little children, of whom I travail in birth again until Christ be formed in you” (Galatians 4:19).

Secure in Christ

Based upon the preceding facts, the external security of the believer becomes a foregone conclusion; once the Holy
Spirit establishes the Christian in the previous steps, there can be no question about this one. But without the
required scriptural preparation, there is bound to be a nagging question mark hovering in the background. Am |
unconditionally and forever saved, or am | on probation?

The secure believer may now and then be accosted by those who strongly oppose any thought of unconditional,
eternal security. They refer to it as “that damnable doctrine,” and insist that such a belief results in lawlessness.
What these dear folk fail to grasp is that the believer who truly stands in the grace of positional security is the one
who most fully fears God and hates sin. And he hates sin for what it is, not just for its consequences. Moreover, his
is not a slavish fear; it is not a fear of losing God’s love, but of offending and grieving it.

“But there is forgiveness with Thee, that Thou mayest be feared” (Psalms 130:4). The fear of the secure believer is
a reverential trust, coupled with hatred of evil. “The fear of the Lord is to hate evil” (Proverbs 8:13). “For the grace
of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we
should live soberly, righteously, and godly, on this present world” (Titus 2:11f). Grace banishes all guesswork, and
gives one assurance; the law keeps one guessing.

The truth of security holds the Christian firm in the midst of the process of growth. It is the insecure believer who
is naturally unstable and flounders from one “experience” to another, never learning and therefore never arriving at
the truth. Resting in our eternal position frees us from the futile and sinful self-effort of trying to make our
condition the basis of our security. Abiding in our eternal security in Christ gives the steadiness of faith necessary
for the Holy Spirit to carry on His gracious ministry within---that of dealing with self in crucifixion, and thereby
causing us to “grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 3:18).

The spiritual explanation for opposition to true eternal security is not the claim that it produces lawlessness. It is
rather that those who oppose do not exercise faith in the Word, which would enable them to see and accept their
position in the risen Lord for assurance, acceptance and security. They are condition-centered, hence self-centered
and earth-bound.

On the other hand, the believer who knows that he has died unto sin and that he has been recreated in the risen
Lord Jesus, understands that he has no other position before God than the very life of Christ. “For you are all
children of God by faith in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:26). “And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-
heirs with Christ” (Romans 8:17). “Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it does not yet appear what we shall
be: but we know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him” (1 John 3:2).

It certainly is not yet manifest in our condition what we already are in our position, or what we shall be when He
appears. But the resting believer does not reply upon appearances, neither is he affected one way or another by his
condition. He knows that he is accepted and secure on a different basis altogether, that of his position in Christ, the
Man of God’s choosing. This is not carelessness, but confidence in Him. In quietness and assurance we are to
continue, “waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ: who shall also confirm you unto the end, that you may
be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians 1:7f).



The believer who rests in the Son of God knows that he is eternally secure. “For you died, and your life is hid with
Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life, shall be manifested, then shall you also with Him, be manifested in
glory” (Colossians 3:3f). “And not only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we
have now received the atonement” (Romans 5:11).

The believer who rests in the sovereignty of God knows that he is eternally secure. “For whom He did foreknow,
He also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many
brethren. Moreover whom He did predestinate, them He also called: and whom He called, them He also justified:
and whom He justified, them He also glorified” (Romans 8:29f). “Now unto Him that is able to keep you from
falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy” (Jude 24).

The believer who rests in the justice of God knows that he is eternally secure, “To declare...His righteousness: that
He might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus” (Romans 5:26). “For Christ also hath once
suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God” (1 Peter 3:18). “There is therefore now no
condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus made me free from
the law of sin and death” (Romans 8:1f).

The believer who rests in the will of God knows that he is eternally secure. “You have not chosen Me, but I have
chosen you, and ordained you, that you should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain” (John
15:16). “Of Him are you in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us...redemption” (1 Corinthians 1:30).

The believer who rests in the love of God knows that he is eternally secure. “I have loved you with an everlasting
love: therefore with loving kindness have I drawn you” (Jeremiah 31:3). “Who shall separate us from the love of
Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution....?....For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor
angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other
creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:35, 38f).



