55— & AL E SORMBIAE
fEAE A 5 U]

— VIR R A dw S LG, i AR XA S 22 Bk o 3K ] BLF — MR R A
25, Wiie: Wk

EEVHZmEA A, RO UEANERIENKEE, I HFRPRER A RHAL, TRATH
RLATAE Y T R i A R . FRATTL R TRAN1S B 2 A2 724 e AR R A A T7
[, TEOEERN. FAT—EBEA, AR ER FAREREUR 7 BRATIEE AL A dr AR Y5

A B, FRAVPRIS VAR MIAT A, Hsr “IRA1EE. siiE. F/, #aETh”

(f€ 17:28).  “FMVER2ME TAE, fEHEHRSR EE i (36 2:10). FATHIRKL, E&
ROSARATF M G FRATT, A Y FRAT S T B ER Bk — [ B %, —[FMRAER B (9

2:6) o

BATRIALL, WgiE BT EE L ar AR, T3 58R M. XA, TR KRR ST
FEACH I [FIFE BLIRT A o S FRATE 52 EHRERABA T NBIRE 2T, 2 R AT T (1Y
A A AR BB AR A EIRgEE R 1, XA AL, TR A B TR B
TR ERMTAEMEER. “HHNEERER, Mol fsrA, IHFECHE, #ARHH
o 7 (WJE 5:17) o XT5R—AKIERMAL, & —6fF EW AT A @ B AR M1
b7, AEME CRGHIERX . A, ARSI E O HRER B 1Az 145
Bk, WA IR R E BRI VIR A Ak . MOXAS KB RIAL ZARIE b, AbiE—R
HAE IR DU RE S Fir 23R AT 1 e

FATHPIRDL, SR TETRA T BAE AT U AR, AT IE L A2 JiE WA W
E MBI — N E SRR RERNIHAL R AT SRR, RATHPIRGLE & S Frak iR
1, JEREWE HHTH 70 (EEHRSAE O, HATPKEMA GRIE o iz 2| 3A TR T
RO, A, AR, ARG, #2221 RAL . “ A
RNE BERE—REWE, §USRE LS, BEAREREMI AL, 7 (7 3:1),
“RIGHR T I IMNTERESEE, B RT),  (FEEED ERERFA. 7 (3
6:10),

ABANHEER S BAERANT BRI, BATA AT [F LA 1, M2 A
ARG « BEZMIRET, ArTEE R RIS R, AT ATk 2 1) 5E B
H, HFHEEMPLL R TG, WL b, BATREERTHUE, TR ERE T RER
5 b, AR BB BT, B2 2B R EE. Xk, EATaRE
AW, AR S AEBA TR & R A dr RO, BRI RERE R E.  “ AN
SRR AR DR WERZOL, I RME T BRI, mA RN, R e, mEMNE
RAZ ). 7 (HKJE3:18),



BRUNFEAABFEIAENE B CFE EHRER B I A, DL Wi B BE 0 B R A il 22 48
JEAEEA N Bl , ARG Rl gg. it =7E B QA E A BRIEE PRG35 15
L, AR AE I E Oy A B2 2 8 .

EWHZHHOLY, EREEEX T B SRR, A ZE SR, FIEREINFEE A .
RN A T2 FIRGCS L dn s i AT R R T . AR IA TR E I H 2 45
BT TATHE Ll AU R PR RATH A 2 b, JF B AN AL, TR B B,
Cge il T TR, EeitE L@ SLAETRNTAR SR 2220 . AR ARG 2+, TR
Jye e . MR E A AR RE, R #iREE. 7 (WRAT 2:5) .

FAERAE H PR ek, Za R ER LM TR, Hif— 7722,
T RAESCH AT A« £ B HROK LI gy, NGRS T 22K, DRSO RIERE
Lo JERHAE, EBRAEBAE A CRPERIALE, ER MO E, AT E
RIRDURBEAEE(E O, AW AR “TANRAR A, 7EHE R B By,
NEMBANTE, B prig BT, ” (6 2:10).

BB R MA, B OB QKT RS S m I E R i 1. EE, AR
HIFWRBXANEHERE, A S B TIRATRIHAL LA R H L HE O
FERERMERG =2, e 7 BATZIRGL e S ek, FF H kA2 52 25 B plra ok
HISRE AL . dn R — AL AE HEFF AR ARG 2 A A8 25 28 2 PRI 5 T A IR e B AR LB, Al
ANREVSUFUF R SR TR ZE A5 0, A BEE IR U B AR . At A REAE B A TE B
B2 SR R E SR 4F 7, R, EENERE T, ZLAPRJLAENE, £
KT HALTT T R SERD TLER, WREAFAIVEBA TG LML), W2, R Tt
g, DA T AR S5 BT A BT

A —kiZ ¥

TR & 12:24 P, FHRERUG, “ISLAEAIE FRMNT: — R FA VR AEH AL

T, BIHZE kL AT, MR TRk 7 XA RT A MIET 2 R SRR

W, BN RS SR+ 728 B ESLRSL T . AR, AT E, fERI—kiE

T, T, FANMEEEET . EMAMEES, MAE KT Bmawd T2 8F
R AT SRS

- PMREELHCHEEBEREE S B, UMOE CrBERN, S -RIXFERZEZ T, #
e AR 22 7 EE ), g SHEcE R, s —sE RMEI 2 cE . &
—AEHE, ERE I EARISE T SRR TAORE) TR B, AT AR A
SERI AR E AR S, BEAEMBEIR ESMkEG. 7 (& 6:5).

FHE R JE



RHEIEEEE S FRAD RN B FRZRMEEEN . “Hidl:. IR AF A
R EE, JFER TN, SN, RTHUEZ. W FPEXFERT. 7 (8
1:11) e FATHEHRER, w2l —Rifadeth EA0 7 1, I Hieg WIERZIHMEAK
AT, ASRMKRIRESSH “VF2 TR ok, T HRFER “&MWHE” 1), Rialiim
FREm = A2, “ DDAl R BERRTRERI N, BiIiste FRGEM) Ly BRE, fifh
JLFEFZ B RHERT. 7 (F 8:29). LHRERGLERATM L ik, AT WL
J& RS, A2y BN B2 0 Y XM SR B Bl 53 2 TB] AR AR o 3RAT Tt 2 328 I A2 At ) A
P A E S, IR “52 MR RDEHE, 2 MARER” Ok 1:3). JFH, “
fixniE, TR, BAILEGM, KOVBERARKEAE. 7 (£—3:2).

FEHRFRERE BRI, R —RZ TS, 2rem5ZefNEmELR, wes vl
JRBHZ TS, RABEENE ER S ORREH .. SRR IR —REZ T, &
BAERFEACHBAE N, BEAECRIEE V), meEHES ESER T, TREM
MIET- 2, FETRLEE “VR2 i 7RL” A dr B, SeBl 7 Bih. FRERIX AR, T L
N AL R RV BE—AERE, MFo KR ZE 7, AT AL, thmtie A= dr AR JA,

e b BRI —Ri 1, AT EERERILEr . BATEE— DN, AR “ RakAh pgpR

B BAMMA IR R L. R, SHPATRBIBATHI AL, FATHE Fa A TE
PR 2 E R AL 1 ——BATH “Aar SEE —FRAE M EE. 7 (7 3:3).

FITBL, XA KT RN, Toige e B ARATaRs, IC R AELL R RAVulE, AR, £
fE R 5 e b, AR e M RRIE B, JF HRAE N AENMRKZ SR
AR A ST 2 ar AR AR B AR O 35 B SRR SERT; JRBRIE “ Rk Hb Ay i
FIIRIR . “TER” 1. THRGRIEE, MENSCHIAR—RiZE 1, (RS2 Ab R+ 5 50 BACE
TEATAL Y, FRABKSECMEEG AW “W2RR” , WAz 7K. m
R TRL, MRUEARMELE, EEINSERE T EORPGER) LT RIAAE -

FEFBARER AL A = AT — Fh T
LA TN B M L

im HE s RIsE2%: e, BRests s, sailstsed,
AR, REONFERERE G, T OUE TR
XA BB 1 P A RER IR Y

T AS LEAE T 55 =4 R kA5 22 B I AN T RN AR RIS 5

XL AN ZE AN m] UL TE 2

RO A BAEZ T, BERIRE T iR !

HE W ST
ERAA Z SR AL BT 2 SR AR — 802, BATNRIE Z L RS # i . ik, il

P RIR Tl e “BAMOIRE. 7 “Boemai, IRIT&ky; HaEREm
(., ROEEMER, KAMBERT. FOVE 78, ROARMMG4. 7 (4 15:5),



FEE SR ARG, JIRAES &) % LT C 22 A A i, ARt g i 2108 48 B A B % 24
o R IR B EMA T EAIRDS, B AT LA AT B AL T £ T
BURE R AU A T & W ) R 5 A A A i — ANl o, T HAREEAS DL R ok B R
ZEHCR, WIEREER IR T SEhs L, Ber R AR AR, il B A

B, BHERE, SR BEAC. MR ER, A IERARIE, 452 dE B e AL
RLHEIAFT U R 72 2 /0. MENEGORL, B 0 E A SRS 4R S5 B 7t
ARRAL T B, B UFFERE R T A Ea RIE L, LA RS R AL B

E’ %%ﬁA%\o

AEEAEENA T B B2, Mamrda ORI “ERIRT7 D) B E TR
MR R —— “2%. B0 AP A, B R, FE. W3k, il 7 On
5:22f). AMIEMAE A, ARSI, A CHAEER T, TR ERATRR A RS
FIOHRILI, I HARA R A TR IE E A a5 LAV HHOR ARV P £ . AR5 4 BT A AE
MIEE AR, wlRIE R ERFE BRI B RGBT XS EHER) R, AR SRR 1A R ar i 4
e “HEEREMN, F25ERN—R. 7 HHT6:17).

AR BIEATRI AL 1 B2

WA EHS BN T, HARIEEEHARIBLA T {5577, M2 R pp i T8
EHIE, BATWAAE CEPIRIAE LR 1. — BRATAERXANFL BRI 2 5, it
VBRI R 7. BANEATE Vg, BAIeae—ARXR N RN T BT . 23k
IERBXAEH, Jf AR B b7 388” iF, BATt = IF a2 P 2R PR & — A
FEA B A H AT A a Al . BATHIS B S, “BE D] 1 H AL L HR 6K 5L i Az
¥ FHIAER R, BaEMEIm S, AMOEMEOyERE, 1 H Dby 4
e 7 R FBATHBALZAF 0, ST RBATH IR FIRDL T TH K

RE BB S UL, “ORIATTHRERILE ) #, SRMEAISL, BRI N B A S 2 i R 5
Z50RAT, AERATI B AR . I HIRBAORATOo P BRI, ASPRATT R0 T8 fl 1) B A5 ] S 4 2 s

AL A AR RSN TR R AR 7 O 1:171). ARG,  “ B 53A1E
HRERIEEFIA i AAEIEE G TA TR ESHER R IME <. 7 (b 1:3),

BATHI R A B AT FEA B 1, SRR A dr—— Wt 2 ——Hil, ek
TR R, RFRAEEEZ ), —V), TREEMAS Y, &R KE R,
117 HAB S — EAEM O AT AT, EBAIAZERGEIMAIBN CEHD , g 2T —
VIS DERE XA N (R BLHER RS . RATRE A, EAEE.O0RH, X7eBUlRedl
IR CEAEFLZ WK TAE. £+ E, MBBRATMIER B BARE ] = o
R ERE 2, AIEBATERE S B ER RS AE 17—, BTG 728 B AT
JE I TAE, AN T A BT ARME A E B B R R RO AL,  ARALHT Ao



Eo FRBATHAG L E B B R A E AU BRI, e BT R C 20
2 AT AR — PR AR IR

R, RS EE B 2R, ROftlba+7 R E T, HFHESR “Bhih” IH
NF 6:11a). ] i, EEIGHFEIRERE, 55 CRER, &M, JHFHE
“GL” AN (B 6:11b). HBAGE 1 BEAIBASETAEER], FATIE LEAFTE
HIARA A fr I GEiE 2 1 .

1. B ~IHA

a. Fak

“ROARTERAIIB ARBRE] 5220, EE8 K4, WMIRMIAEERMDN. 7 (&
6:6 )o “HRKMIEEMZIHENMIBARATA” (F 3:9) . EEMAHSE, RIMNEENE
T4 AC T 2 rh ol oy B sk, 3 HER 28 F R B AN FDIIFERS T,

b. {50

“CILEBEIRITARIAT N BTN, ZIH AR ALK R 2GR . 7 O 4:22). %
EXF AT =D BRI %2 T A2 A5 0, BATHONE H &2 Cags]
SEETTRET, ROSh&E T AEERFAIEMERNE 7. BAITEHCRERE R
BERN, CaXFEMBRICE 7o X2 TATEM, B IBARLIE, 2 EwEr7
I E D B AR

2. % AN

a. 5L

“URAT (EBRRIJZTD U R, #AMEIEE T. 7 0N 3:27).  “ARATE .-
TN X ALERR EEE R, G G 7 (H 3:10) . ERAIZRAGH
2 Z, BAVRMGEESS SR T, FEHRMMEBERE Ay, BIE T e “ S5 —RK
£ MEE” 7. ( 3:3f).

b. 50
CREPEEEERIEE” (B 314, “IFHZT BN, ZFAGEEE MBEAREN, 4
HBEPASOMZER . 7 (O 4:24) 0 BAVEXLLET U, EA7 I FHE, 78 rE
O, WEUREAE, AP LB BRATRBHE L7 Bl 1. fFERXME0, A
S AR R B e (R, JF HEATTEACGATRATE M B AL, AFE XA SO, FATH
UM C 2B A 7 i VAR 2. PR 1, HEHE SR TR
7 (3l 6:14).

CHAPTER 1  POSITION DEFINED AND ILLUSTRATED
The Principle of Position



All spiritual life and growth is based upon the principle of position. It can be summed up in one
word: source.

Through physical birth we entered our human family position, from which source we derive
certain characteristics. We are the product of our position. Just so in our spiritual birth. Upon
being born again, the risen Lord Jesus is the source of our Christian life; in Him we are positioned
before our Father, in whom “we live, and move, and have our being” (Acts 17:28), “for we are His
workmanship, created (born anew) in Christ Jesus” (Eph 2:10). Our Father, in redeeming and
recreating us, “raised us up with Him and made us to sit with Him in the heavenly places, in Christ
Jesus” (Eph 2:6).

Our position, the source of our Christian life, is perfect. It is eternally established in the Father’s
presence. When we received the Lord Jesus as our personal Savior, the Holy Spirit caused us to be
born into Him. He created us in the position that was established through His work at Calvary.
“Therefore 1f any man be in Christ, he is a new creature (creation)” (2 Cor 5:17). This is the
eternal position in which every believer has been placed, whether he is aware of it or not. The
Christian who comes to see his position in the Lord Jesus begins to experience the benefit of all
that he is in Him. His daily state is developed from the source of his eternal standing.

Our condition is what we are in our Christian walk, in which we develop from infancy to maturity.
Although our position remains immutable, our condition is variable. Through the exercise of faith,
our eternal position (source) affects our daily condition, but in no way does our condition affect
that heavenly position. “If (since) ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above,
where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God” (Co 3:1). “Be strong in the Lord---empowered
through your union with Him; draw your strength from Him” (Eph 6:10 Amplified Version).

When we concentrate upon our condition, we are not living by faith but by feelings and
appearances. The inevitable result is that we become increasingly self-conscious and self-centered.
Our prime responsibility is to pay attention to the Lord Jesus, to rest (abide) in Him as our position.
There will then be growth, and He will be more and more manifested in our condition. “Be we all,
with unveiled face beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are transformed into the same
image from glory to glory, even as from the Lord the Spirit” (2 Cor 3:18).

If the believer does not know of his position in the Lord Jesus, and how to abide in Him as his
very life, there will be but one result. He will struggle in his un-Christ like condition rather than
rest in his Christ-centered position.

In most cases, a believer is more aware of his condition than of his position. This is the reason for
so much failure and stagnation. If we are to grow and become fruitful, our faith must be anchored
in the finished work of our position---in Christ. There is no basis for faith in our changeable,
unfinished condition. “Your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of
God” (1 Cor 2:5).

Scriptural, fact-centered faith in the Lord Jesus as our position before our Father is the one means
of experiencing that finished work in the growth of our daily condition. Spiritual birth placed us in
our accepted position, from which our spiritual condition is being completed, by faith. “Created in



Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them” (Eph
2:10).

Every Christian has been positioned forever in the risen Lord by spiritual birth. But only the
believer, who knows, grows. It is faith in the facts of our position that gives us the daily benefits
of growth in our condition.

If the believer is not clearly aware of the specific truths of the Word, he cannot exercise the
necessary faith for growth and service. He can only seek his resources in the realm of self. Some
of the wonderful positional truths are set forth for our faith in the scriptural illustrations of the
grain of wheat, and the vine and the branch.

The Grain of Wheat

In John 12:24 the Lord Jesus said, “Except a grain of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abides
alone: but if it dies, it brings forth much fruit.” This principle of life out of death was then
established at Calvary’s Cross, where He, as the Grain of Wheat, died and rose again. In His
resurrection He brought forth the “much fruit” out of His death.

Everyone who would ever place his trust in Christ as Savior, every grain of wheat, was resident in
(identified with) the Grain of Wheat, the Head of the new spiritual harvest. Every believer is
included in the “much fruit” of His death and resurrection. “For if we have been planted together
in the likeness of His death, we shall be also in the likeness of His resurrection” (Romans6:5).

The Principle of Reproduction

There 1s another wonderful principle involved here: like produces like. “And God said, Let the
earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and the fruit tree yielding after his kind” (Genesis
1:11). Our Lord Jesus, as the Grain of Wheat having fallen into the ground in death, and having
risen again unto life eternal, 1s still bringing forth the “much fruit,” “after his kind.” “For whom
He (God) did foreknow, He also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He
might be the firstborn among many brethren” (Romans 8:29). The Lord Jesus is our life; therefore,
as we grow spiritually, the family likeness is manifested. We are gradually conformed to His
image, who Himself is the “express image of His (God’s) person” (Hebrews 1:3). And, “when He
shall appear, we shall be (completely) like Him; for we shall see Him as He is” (1 John 3:2).

In the natural realm, the first grain of wheat contained, complete and perfect, the life of every
subsequent grain of wheat to this day. It did not abide alone, retaining all, but fell into the ground
and died, finding resurrection in the “much fruit” of life out of death. This same principle applies
in the spiritual realm. The position, the source of life, of every believer as a grain of wheat, is
God’s firstborn Grain of Wheat, our Lord Jesus Christ. Each of us 1s “after his kind”’; we have His
life. Thus, when we speak of our position, we refer to our place in the risen Lord—our “life is hid
with Christ in God” (Colossians 3:3)

The principle of position, therefore, both natural and spiritual, is that life in its fullness and
completeness is resident in the source, and is transmitted through birth and growth. Resurrection
life is explicitly after its kind; it is “‘conformed to the image” of its positional source. The Lord
Jesus Christ as the Father’s Grain of Wheat took our place at Calvary, and His death and



resurrection brought forth the “much fruit” of similar grains of wheat, believers predestined to be
conformed to the image of God’s Son.

There is a stillness in the Christian’s life:
The grain of wheat must fall into the ground
And die; then, if it dies, out of that death
Life, fullest life, will blessedly abound.

It is mystery no words can tell,

But known to those who in this stillness rest;
Something divinely incomprehensible:

That for my nothingness, I get God’s best!

The Vine and the Branch

Consistent with the principle of position and the principle of reproduction, our risen Lord Jesus is
the Vine.

As such, He brings forth fruit “after his kind.” “I am the Vine, you are the branches: he that abides
in Me, and I in him, the same brings forth much fruit: for without Me you can do nothing” (John

15:5).

In the natural realm, the life that is already complete in the vine is increasingly supplied to the
growing branches. The healthy condition of the branches is contingent upon their abiding in their
position in the vine. The branch is not only a product and a living part of the vine, but that which
is produced in the branch is also the fruit of the vine. Actually, the branch produces nothing, either
for the vine, for others, or for itself. The vine, the positional source, has everything to do with the
development and fruitfulness of all its branches. The chief responsibility of the branch is to rest
just where it was born, to abide in its living position in its living source.

As the believer rests in his position, the life of the Vine (the “fruit of the Spirit”) is manifested in
his condition---“love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faithfulness, meekness,
temperance” (Galatians 5:22f). The life of the Vine is the life of the branch. The True Vine is
established at the right hand of our Father in glory and is the source from which our Christian life
flows. The indwelling Spirit of Christ is the living link between Him in heaven and our spirit here
on earth. “He that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit” (1 Corinthians 6:17).

Taking Our Position

We take our position, not by attempting to get into it, but simply by seeing that we are already
positioned in the Lord Jesus. We abide in Him by resting in the fact. We have been in this risen
position ever since our new birth. As we come to realize this truth and to “stand in our standing”
in Him, we begin to experience the daily benefits of our life that is hid with Christ in God. Our
attitude becomes, “I see my position in the Lord Jesus, and I abide there; I rest in Him, not only as
my Savior, but as my life.” Faith in our position will bring growth in our condition.

Paul prayed for believers, “that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give
unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him: the eyes of your
understanding being enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of His calling, and what the
riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints” (Ephesians 1:17f). He also said, “Blessed be



God...who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ”
(Ephesians 1:3).

Our Father intends us to know and understand that He has already provided, in Christ our life,
everything required for our Christian life both in time and eternity. He is patiently teaching us to
have no faith in the old man (self), and to exercise all of our faith in the new Man (Christ). We are
told to do in faith what our Father has already done in fact. At the cross He freed us from the reign
of sin and self; in the resurrection He united us to the risen Lord Jesus. By faith in the work of the
Cross, the old man is put off; by faith in our heavenly position in Christ, the new Man is put on.
Hence we are free to dwell within the very Source of every blessing with which our Father has
blessed us.

By reckoning the old man to have been crucified at Calvary, he is “put off” daily (Romans 6:11a).
By reckoning ourselves as newly created in the risen Lord Jesus, we “put on” the new Man
(Romans 6:11D).

As we escape self’s reign of death, we enter into Christ’s reign of life.

1. Put Off the Old

a. Fact

“Knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him” (Romans 6:6). “Seeing that you have
put off the old man” (Colossians 3:9). By position, we were separated from the old Adamic nature
in our identification with Christ on the Cross.

b. Faith

“That you put away, as concerning your former manner of life, the old man (Ephesians 4:22). By
faith in our cut off, sanctified position, we turn from, we reckon as crucified, the principle of sin
and self within. We count ourselves to be new creations in Christ, having died to sin and self. That
Is our part in putting off the old man that God put off from us at the cross.

2. Put On the New

a. Fact

“As many of you as were baptized (spiritually) into Christ did put on Christ” (Galatians 3:27).
“Seeing that you...have put on the new man, that is being renewed unto knowledge after the
image of Him that created him” (Colossians 3:10). At our new birth we were recreated in Christ,
and our Christian life is now hid with Him in God (Colossians 3:3f).

b. Faith

“Put you on the Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans 13:14). “Put on the new man, that after God has been
created in righteousness and holiness of truth” (Ephesians 4:24). By faith in the positional fact that
our Father has placed us in His Son, we abide in Him, we acknowledge our place in Him. By faith,
we stand in the standing that He has already given us. “Stand therefore, having girded your loins
with truth” (Ephesians 6:14).



