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What comes first, commitment (the decision to follow Christ), truth, belief or freedom?
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What comes first, commitment (the decision to follow Christ), truth, belief or freedom?

John 8:31f, “Jesus therefore was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, “If you abide (continue) in My
word, then you are truly disciples of Mine; and you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”

Commitment to follow Christ, your choice to follow Christ, comes first. 1 am not going to argue with those who
say one has to have some truth to believe in, before one can choose to follow Christ.

Before you believed in Christ as your Savior and God saved you, you were not free, Romans 6:20-22, 7:24. 8:2;
Ephesians 2:1-3. You were dead in sins and slaves of sin. But once God saved you, you become free in your
perfect position, Hebrews 10:14, in Christ and free to continue to believe Christ moment by moment.

Colossians 2:6 says, “As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him.” How did you
receive Christ? By believing in Christ. How do you walk (grow) in Christ? By continuing to believe in Christ.
So after you become a Christian, you need to make the choice to give your whole life to Christ. In prayer, you
need to tell Christ you want to grow and know the Lord. There is a great difference between God saving you and
you becoming His disciple (a learner in Christ) on a daily basis. Some Christians do not grow. They remain
“babes” in Christ all of their lives, 1 Corinthians 3:1-3. Why? They never choose to follow Christ.

Romans 12:1f commands you to give your whole life to God and grow unto maturity, Ephesians 4:13-16. When
will you do this? Do it now and pray and tell God you are His disciple and want to grow! “I want to grow Lord. I
want to know you. | want to be a mature Christian. Please help me grow Jesus. Amen”

John 8:31 “(1)...those Jews who had believed Him...” Belief in Christ as Savior comes first, God saves you.

All life begins with God and comes from God. He is the Creator, initiator and the One who gives life, Genesis 1:1-
3, 2:7, 3:21; Ephesians 2:8-10; John 1:12f; Colossians 2:6. Life does not start with man, it begins with God. Then
you as one who God has saved, makes the choice to ‘(2) abide (continue)(a choice you make as a positionally
free person in Christ to abide) in His word.” Then you become ¢(3) His disciple’ and then “(4) ...you shall
know the truth...” and then “(5)...the truth shall make you free.”

But you can not know the truth which makes you free, unless you believe God’s Word. There it is. The word
“Word” again. How can you as a Chinese believer, or any believer in this world, grow if you do not think or
believe words have meaning and are important? You can’t grow. And that is one reason why most Christians
never grow. They do not believe God’s Word and they do not believe God’s Word because they do not believe
any words that anyone says. “Yes” in China is not “Yes” all the time, every time. “Yes” is sometimes ‘yes,’
sometimes ‘no,” and sometimes ‘nothing.” You lie and never grow.



But God’s “Yes” is “Yes” every time, all the time and “Yes” never changes with God. God never changes, His
Word never changes, and His promises to you are true and never change, Numbers 23:19. Believe God’s Word
today. Believe words have meaning. Learn what words mean and than speak words with meaning. Know,
believe and speak words with true meaning and be set free! It is exciting to be free and to continue to grow
in freedom. And you can do that right now wherever you are. Paul, the greatest apostle, was in prison

when he wrote the Philippians and he was free in his spirit and soul, Philippians 1:21, 2:17, 3:8, 20, 4:6-8,
11-13, 18!



