For the Christian: Accountability and Eternal Rewards
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Is It Possible?

Is it possible that your life could have such eternal significance as to rule
with Jesus forever? As you will see, eternal rewards—including the
possibility of sharing Christ’s kingdom—are repeatedly offered to believers.
There is also the possibility of failure.
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The Believer’s Eternal Destiny Settled

John 5:24
“Most assuredly I say to you, he who hears My word and believes Him who

sent me [God the Father] has eternal life and shall not come into judgment
but has passed from death into life.”

Jesus promises that the moment a person believes in Him three things will
happen:

e he immediately possesses eternal life

e He is not coming into judgment

e He has already passed from spiritual death into life.

In other words, the believer’s eternal destiny has been settled. He has been
justified forever.
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Christian Accountability

Revelation 22:12
“Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every
one according to his work.”

When Jesus declared that a believer in Him would not come into judgment
he was speaking in the context of eternal salvation.

But here Jesus says that a believer’s works will be evaluated. “What a man
has earned he will get.”

This means that although a believer is saved freely and forever by the grace
of God, he is profoundly responsible for what he does with the rest of his
life.
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Review of One’s Life

2 Corinthians 5:10

“We must all appear before the Judgment-Seat of Christ that each one may
receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether
good or bad.”

Here it is clear that each believer will give an account of his life before
Christ.

At this time his entire life will be reviewed and assessed — which includes
the good with the bad. He is not being judged for his eternal salvation but
rather for his performance.
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Getting Ready to Meet the Judge

1 Corinthians 4:5

“Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord comes, who will
both bring to light the hidden things of darkness and reveal the counsels of
the hearts. Then each one’s praise will come from God.”

At the Judgment-Seat of Christ the dark secrets of men and even their
motives will be revealed. And it will disclose things that are worthy of
praise.



Therefore the Christian ought to give this day of accounting some serious
thought.
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Overcoming the Fear of Judgment

1 John 4:16-17

“God is love and he who abides in love abides in God and God in him. Love
has been perfected among us in this; that we may have boldness in the Day
of Judgment; because as He is, so are we in this world.”

Though, of course, such judgment could be fearful, it need not be. The way
to avoid the fear which that day could bring is...to love. As Christians enter
a mature, perfected experience of loving each other, they no longer need to
anticipate the day of accounting with trepidation. Why? They have become
like their Judge.
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The Possibility of Sharing the Kingdom

Luke 19:17

“Well done, good servant; because you were faithful in a very little, have
authority over ten cities.”

In this parable Jesus speaks of a diligent servant being elevated to a role of
high authority in the new King’s domain.

Thus he could actually share God’s coming kingdom. And he could share it
on a scale that was commensurate with his own dedication to the King.
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The Possibility of Failure

Luke 19:24-26

“Take the mina from him, and give it to him who has ten minas...For I say
to you, that to everyone who has will be given; and from him who does not
have even what he has will be taken away from him.”

This wicked, slothful servant had nothing to show for the opportunity he
had been given.

So even the opportunity was taken away from him. In other words, the
unfaithful servant was not permitted to reign with Christ.
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Meritorious Heirship

Revelation 2:26
“And he who is victorious and keeps My works until the end, to him | will
give authority over the nations.”

In the letters to the seven churches, the risen Christ conditions the sharing
of His royal power on obedience and victorious living.

This is a meritorious co-heirship and not one conferred by grace alone. It is
given because the believer has persevered until the end in a life of holiness.
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Reigning with Christ

2 Timothy 2:11-13
“If we endure, we shall also reign with Him. If we deny Him, He also will



deny us”.

Though Jesus will always be faithful to His promise that the believer will
live forever with Him, the privilege of reigning with Him in His kingdom is
given only to those who endure.

On the other hand, to deny Him — either by works or by words — is to result
in His denial of us. That is, we will lose the priceless opportunity to rule
with Him in His eternal kingdom.
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Your Response?

1 John 2:28
“And now, little children, abide in Him that when He appears you may
have confidence [boldness] and not be ashamed before Him at His coming”.

The Christian is not in danger of losing his eternal salvation but is
accountable for His Christian life. Thus he has the potential of eternal
rewards — particularly of reigning with Jesus forever — or experiencing
shame at the Judgment-Seat of Christ.

The co-heirs of King Jesus are the elite of human history. Will you be
numbered among them?
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What did you think?

If you have found the material in this booklet helpful, please share it with
someone else.
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